
 

 

ELH Rite 4, Chorale Service with Communion page 107 

1. Welcome 
 
2. Opening Hymn #327 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”  

                                      (Please stand for the last verse) 
1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, In thanksgiving bow before Thee.  
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish Our weak souls that they may flourish. 
O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,  
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy! 
 
2 Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; May this feast thereof remind us! 
O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 
All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more is made. O Lord, have mercy! 
 
3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor To please Him with our behavior 
And live as brethren here in love and union Nor repent this blest Communion!  
O Lord, have mercy! 
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly minded He make us; 
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy! 
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3. Invocation 
Pastor  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 

4. The Confession of Sin 
Pastor Let us confess our sins: 
Congregation  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath 
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of 
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and  
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy office I 
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above” 
Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love 
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring. 
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,  
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; 
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. 
Eleison, eleison! 
 

6. The Gloria - Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1 
All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.  
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

 
7. The Collect for the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You, that of Your infinite mercy You have 
instituted this Your Sacrament, in which we eat Your body and drink Your blood: Grant us, we 
beseech You, by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not receive this gift unworthily, but that we 
may confess our sins, remember Your agony and death, believe the forgiveness of sin, and 
day by day grow in faith and love, until we obtain eternal salvation; through You, who live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen 

 
8. Old Testament Lesson Exodus 12:1-14 

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation 
of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their 
fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then 
he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to 
what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation 
of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the 
flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat 
it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner 
parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is 



the LORD's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses 
where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, 
and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute 
forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 

 
9. Psalm 116:12-19 (read responsively by whole verse) 

12 What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
14 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
16 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You 
have loosed my bonds. 
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
10. The Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:17-32                    

17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it 
is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a 
church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be 
factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 
recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in 
eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets 
drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of 
God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in 
this? No, I will not. 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks 
without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you 
are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be 
judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not 
be condemned along with the world. 
 

11. Chief Hymn #310 “At The Lamb’s High Feast” (verses 1-5, 8)  
1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 
Who hath washed us in the tide Flowing from His piercèd side. 
Alleluia! 
 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His Body for the feast-- Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
Alleluia! 
 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, Death's dread angel sheathes his sword; 
Israel's hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Alleluia! 
 



4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, Paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above. 
Alleluia! 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. 
Alleluia! 
 
8 Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days; Three in One, Your name we praise. 
Alleluia! 

 
12. The Gospel Lesson John 13:1-17,34 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon 
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to 
him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 
clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; 
that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12 When he had washed their feet and put 
on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I 
have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I 
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 

 
13. Creed Hymn # 37 “We All Believe In One True God”  

1 We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present Help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host, 
By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done. 
 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery. 
 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blest and Holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee! 

 
14. The Sermon “The Towel And The Commandment” John 13:1-17,34 

 
15. The Offering Collection 
 

16. The Prayers 
 
 
 



                                           The Service of the Holy Communion 
Heritage Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of the ELS 
and WELS partake of the Lord’s Supper today.  Visitors, please speak with Pastor Anderson 
about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 
 
17. The Lord’s Prayer sung by all. Tune: ELH p. 53 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
18. The Words of Institution 

Pastor Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He 
took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this 
cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission 
of sins.  This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

19.  Exhortation Hymn #313 “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table” (verses 1-5) 
1. I come, O Savior, to Thy table, For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able To satisfy and make me whole. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2. O grant that I in manner worthy May now approach Thy heav’nly Board 
And, as I lowly bow before Thee, Look only unto Thee, O Lord. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
3. Unworthy though I am, O Savior, Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, For Thou my faithful Shepherd art. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
4. O let me loathe all sin forever As death and poison to my soul, 
That I through wilful sinning never May see Thy judgment take it’s toll! 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
5. Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; So I, a sinner, come to Thee. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 

 
20. The Distribution and Reception of The Lord’s Supper 
 
21. Distribution Hymns 
      #319 “Just As I Am” 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
 



3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken ev'ry barrier down. 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Hymn #300 “Sweet The Moments, Rich In Blessing” 
1 Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the cross we spend. 
Life and health and peace possessing 
From the sinner's dying Friend. 
 
2 Here we rest in wonder, viewing 
All our sins on Jesus laid; 
Here we see redemption flowing 
From the sacrifice He made. 
 
3 Here we find the dawn of heaven 
While upon the cross we gaze, 
See our trespasses forgiven, 
And our songs of triumph raise. 
 
4 Oh, that, near the cross abiding, 
We may to the Savior cleave, 
Naught with Him our hearts dividing, 
All for Him content to leave! 
 
5 Lord, in loving contemplation 
Fix our hearts and eyes on Thee 
Till we taste Thy full salvation 
And Thine unveiled glory see. 
 
Hymn #286 “Rock Of Ages” 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
2 Not the labors of my hands Can fulfil Thy Law's demands. 
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 



3 Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, Helpless, look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly-- Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee! 
 

      #325 “O Jesus, Blessed Lord To Thee”   
1 O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood. 
 
2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within me now: How blest am I! How good art Thou! 

 
22. Collect of Thanksgiving 

Pastor Let us give thanks and pray: Almighty God and Father, we thank You for feeding us 
with the most precious body and blood of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Your Son, 
and heirs of Your eternal kingdom.  Send us out to do the work You have given us to do, to 
love and serve You as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
23. Hymn of Thanksgiving #313 “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table” (verses 10-13) 

10. This feast is manna, wealth abounding Unto the poor to weak one’s pow’r, 
To angels joy, to hell confounding, And life for me in death’s dark hour. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
11. Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, By them my hungry soul is fed. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
12. With Thee, Lord, I am now united; I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted It finds its only joy in Thee. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
13. Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely With Jesus I to heaven rise. 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 

 
24. The Benediction 

    Pastor  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  
    gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  
    Congregation  Amen.  

 
25. Benediction Hymn – #315 “Jesus The Very Thought Of Thee” 

1 Jesus, the very thought of thee With sweetness fills the breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see And in Thy presence rest. 
 
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, Nor can the mem'ry find 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest name, O Savior of mankind! 
 
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite heart, O Joy of all the meek! 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art, How good to those who seek! 
 



4 But what to those who find? Ah! This Nor tongue nor pen can show; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, None but His loved ones know. 

 
5 Jesus, our only Joy be Thou As Thou our Prize wilt be; 
Jesus, be Thou our Glory now And through eternity. 

 

Please remain seated for the traditional  
Stripping of the Altar  

in preparation for Good Friday 
 

                                                    
Announcements 
 

Holy Week Schedule –  
Good Friday Worship 6:30 p.m. 
Easter Breakfast served 8:00 a.m. 
Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 9:00 a.m. 
 
Easter Breakfast – Please RSVP on the volunteer board if you plan to attend the Easter 
Breakfast. If you would like to help provide food, there is a sign up sheet for that as well. 
 
 

Communion Prayers 
 
Before 
We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under Your table.  But 
You are the Lord who desires always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in Him 
and He in us.  Amen. 

 

After 
Lord Jesus Christ, even as You rose triumphant from the grave, I beseech You to grant me grace to 
rise from the bondage of sin, to walk in the newness of life, that when You appear as my Judge and 
Redeemer, I shall greet You in peace and joy, and may throughout eternity enjoy the bliss of Your 
unveiled Presence. Amen    
 

The Exhortation 
 
Pastor: Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good 
that you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ; “This is My body, 
which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins” you should 
believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with His body and blood, as the words declare. 
From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ bestows upon 
you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your sins. 
And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink of it all of you,” 
and “this do in remembrance of Me.”  
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then you have rightly 
examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood for the forgiveness of 
all your sins. 
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for so 
great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian Church 
have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father grant you His grace; 
through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 


