The Fifth Sunday In Lent
March 22, 2026
Heritage Lutheran Church
Apple Valley, MN
9:00 a.m.

ELH Rite 4, Chorale Service, no Communion page 107

1. Welcome

2. Opening Hymn #330 “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus”
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus | fain would take my stand,
The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness, A rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.

2 O faithful cross, thy Burden Brings comfort to the world.
The branches of no other tree, No banner e’er unfurled,
Proclaim the wondrous love of God So clear for all to see;
The tree of life, the holy cross, Declares God’s love for me.

3 O holy cross of Jesus, O wondrous mystery,

That God, the Lord of heav’'n and earth, Should die upon the tree.
God’s pain brings glory, Death brings life, The hosts of hell must flee!
In weakness God shows forth His strength And wins the victory!

3. Invocation

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

4. The Confession of Sin
Pastor Let us confess our sins:
Congregation Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy office |
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above”

Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love

Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison!

Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring.

O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison!

Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most;
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness.
Eleison, eleison!

6. The Gloria Hymn - Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1

All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended!

To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.

God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again;
O thank Him for His goodness!

7. The Collect for the Day

Pastor Let us pray. O Lord, we beseech You, mercifully hear our prayers, and having
set us free from the bonds of sin, defend us from all evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever. Amen.

. Psalm 116:1-9 (read responsively by whole verse)

1 love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.

2Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore | will call on him as long as | live.

3 The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; | suffered
distress and anguish.

4Then | called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, | pray, deliver my soul!”

5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.

6The LORD preserves the simple; when | was brought low, he saved me.

"Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

8 For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling;
°| will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

9. The Old Testament Lesson — Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were
very dry. *And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O

Lord Gob, you know.” # Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to

them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ® Thus says the Lord GoD to these bones:
Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢ And | will lay sinews upon you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LORD.” 7 So | prophesied as | was
commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8 And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them. ® Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the
breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. ' Then he said
to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” '> Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord GobD: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. '* And you shall know



that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. " And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your
own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares
the LORD.”

10. The Epistle — Romans 8:11-19
" |f the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in
you. "2 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. '* For
if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live. ' For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. '3 For you
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” ' The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, " and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him. " For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. '® For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God.

11. Chief Hymn #292 “O Dearest Jesus” (verses 1,2,4,5,8,15)
1 O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken
That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken?
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession--
What dark transgression?

2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee;

They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee;

They crucify Thee.

4 What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.

5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted--

God is committed.

8 O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory!
How shall | spread abroad Thy wondrous story?
How shall | find some worthy gifts to proffer?
What dare | offer?

15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee,
I, too, shall praise Thee.

12. The Gospel Lesson John 11:45-53
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed
in him, 4€ but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 4’ So
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For
this man performs many signs. 8 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him,
and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 4° But one of
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 5° Nor
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do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that
the whole nation should perish.” ' He did not say this of his own accord, but being high
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation
only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from
that day on they made plans to put him to death.

The Creed Hymn #37 “We All Believe In One True God”

1 We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present Help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host,

By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done.

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won,
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds,
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blest and Holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee!

Children’s Message

The Sermon “The Plan To Kill Jesus” John 11:45-53

The Offering

The Prayers prayer requests and general prayers for the needs of all people

The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Closing Prayer

Pastor Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

The Benediction

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Congregation Amen.

Closing Hymn #373 “I Know That My Redeemer” (Tune: Jeg Vil Mig Herren Love, ELH #178)
1 I Know that my Redeemer Lives crowned upon the throne;

Lord over earth and heaven He saves, and He alone;

He conquered death by dying Upon th’ accursed tree,

And from His death sprang glorious Eternal life for me.

2 Christ conquered death by dying-O Jesus, Thy dread pain
O’erthrew the king of terrors And broke the captive’s chain.

What though this earthly body Obey death’s dread behest?

The soul soars free rejoicing To mansions of the blest.



3 | think upon my Savior, | trust His power to keep,

His mighty arm enfolds me Awaking and in sleep.

Christ is my rock, my Courage; Christ is my soul’s true Life;

And Christ-my still heart knows it- Will bear me through the strife.

4Thus in Christ’'s name I’'m living, Thus in Christ’'s name I'll die;
I'll fear not, though life’s vigor From death’s cold shadow fly.

O grave, where is thy triumph? O death, where is thy sting?
“Come when thou wilt, and welcome!” Secure in Christ | sing.



Announcements
Midweek Lenten Services- We have a midweek Lenten service each week at 6:30 p.m. We also
have supper each week before the service at 5:15 pm. Next week’s supper

Lenten Theme — The Suffering Savior In Scripture - The road to Easter begins in Eden
Wednesdays 6:30pm with Supper starting at 5:15 pm.

Ash Wednesday, Feb 18 “From the Heart”

Wednesday Feb 25 - “The First Promise of a Wounded Savior’ —Genesis 3:4-15
Wednesday Mar 4 — “A Substitute on the Mountain” — Genesis 22:1-14

Wednesday Mar 11 - “The Blood That Saves” Exodus 12:1-13

Wednesday March 18 — “Psalms of the Suffering Righteous One” — Psalm 22

Wed March 25 - “The Servant Who Suffers For Us” - Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Time & Talent Survey - If you haven'’t taken the Time & Talent Survey yet, we will have an electronic
version (tablet) circulating during fellowship time for the next few Sundays. Please plan to take a few
minutes to fill it out. Thanks!

Women’s Bible Study — The Monday night Women's Bible Class meets at church at 6:30 p.m. Contact
Ruth for more information.

Men’s Bible Study — Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m.

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please sign
up on the volunteer board.

Choir — The choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30, but this has switched to 7:30 during
Lent. If you are interested in singing with the choir but don’t have time for the weekly rehearsals,
please ask Klaudia or Julie about some of the easy-to-learn things in the works.

Cleaning Schedule — Help is needed to clean the sanctuary, narthex and gym. There is a sign-up
sheet on the volunteer board if you are able to help out. Thank you!

Budget Update — We have updated the member-giving scorecard through the end of
February. If you have any questions, please speak with church treasurer Phil Holz or church
president Dave Paulsen.

Member Giving Scorecard YTD Actual YTD Target Variance Annual Target
Member General Fund Giving $215,006 $222,069 ($7,063) $360,000
Estate Gift 542,200 S0 $42,200 S0
School Deficit Reduction Giving Target 518,546 21,411 ($2,865) $32,117
Hike for Heritage 517,517 S0 $17,517 ]
Accrued Matching Funds S0 S0 S0 0]

| Total Member Giving $293,269 $243,480 $49,789| | $392,117

LUTHERAN CHURCH
S ige Road, Apple Valley, MN 55124

13401 Johnny Cake Ridge Rd. Apple Valley, MN 55124

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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