The First Sunday In Lent
February 22, 2026
Heritage Lutheran Church
Apple Valley, MN
9:00 a.m.

ELH Rite 4, Chorale Service, no Communion page 107

1. Welcome

2. Opening Hymn #250 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
1 A mighty Fortress is our God,
A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from ev'ry need
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

2 With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;

But for us fights the Valiant One,

Whom God Himself elected.

Ask ye, Who is this?

Jesus Christ it is.

Of Sabaoth Lord,

And there's none other God;

He holds the field forever.

3 Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us.

We tremble not, we fear no ill,

They shall not overpow'r us.

This world's prince may still

Scowl fierce as he will,

He can harm us none,

He's judged; the deed is done;

One little word can fell him.



4 The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;

He's by our side upon the plain

With His good gifts and Spirit.

And take they our life,

Goods, fame, child, and wife,

Let these all be gone,

They yet have nothing won;

The Kingdom ours remaineth.

3. Invocation
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

4. The Confession of Sin
Pastor Let us confess our sins:
Congregation Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy office |
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above”
Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison!
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring.
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison!
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most;
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness.
Eleison, eleison!

6. The Gloria Hymn - Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1
All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended!
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again;
O thank Him for His goodness!

7. The Collect for the Day
Pastor Let us pray. O Lord, mercifully hear our prayer, and stretch forth the right hand of
Your majesty to defend us from all that rise up against us; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever. Amen.

8. Psalm 130 (read responsively by whole verse)
" Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!
20 Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
31f you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
5| wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word | hope;
% my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for
the morning.



70 lIsrael, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is
plentiful redemption.

8 And he will redeem lIsrael from all his iniquities.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

9. The Old Testament Lesson — Genesis 3:1-7, 2:7-9,15-17

31 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. ® For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate. " Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. %7 then
the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden
in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. ® And out of the ground
the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for

food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. " The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it. ' And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every
tree of the garden, '” but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

10. The Epistle - Romans 5:12-19
2 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned— '3 for sin indeed was in the world before the law
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. ' Yet death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type
of the one who was to come. 'S But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died
through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace
of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. '8 And the free gift is not like the result of that
one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 8 Therefore, as
one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification
and life for all men. ' For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so
by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

11. Chief Hymn #252 “l Walk In Danger All The Way”

1 I walk in danger all the way; The thought shall never leave me
That Satan, who has marked his prey, Is plotting to deceive me.
This foe with hidden snares May seize me unawares

If e'er | fail to watch and pray; | walk in danger all the way.

2 | pass through trials all the way, With sin and ills contending;

In patience | must bear each day The cross of God's own sending.
Oft in adversity | know not where to flee,

When storms of woe my soul dismay; | pass through trials all the way.
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3 Death doth pursue me all the way; Nowhere | rest securely.

He comes by night, he comes by day, And takes his prey most surely.
A failing breath, and I, In death's strong grasp may lie

To face eternity for aye. Death doth pursue me all the way.

4 | walk with angels all the way; They shield me and befriend me.
All Satan's pow'r is held at bay When heav'nly hosts attend me.
They are my sure defense, All fear and sorrow, hence!

Unharmed by foes, do what they may, | walk with angels all the way.

5 | walk with Jesus all the way; His guidance never fails me.
Within His wounds | find a stay When Satan's pow'r assails me,
And, by His footsteps led, My path | safely tread.

In spite of ills that threaten may, | walk with Jesus all the way.

6 My walk is heav'nward all the way; Await my soul, the morrow,
When thou shalt find release for aye From all thy sin and sorrow.

All worldly pomp, begone! To heav'n | now press on.

For all the world | would not stay; My walk is heav'nward all the way.

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 4:1-11

"Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. * And the tempter came and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But
he answered, “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.”” ® Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the
pinnacle of the temple 8 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down,
for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,” and “On their hands they will
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is
written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”” 8 Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. ® And he
said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” ® Then Jesus
said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your

God and him only shall you serve.” ' Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and
were ministering to him.

The Creed Hymn #37 “We All Believe In One True God”

1 We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present Help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host,

By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done.

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won,

By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds,
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.

Blest and Holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee!

Children’s Message

The Sermon “The Wilderness Temptation — The Road To The Cross Starts Here”
Matthew 4:1-11

The Offering

The Prayers prayer requests and general prayers for the needs of all people
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Closing Prayer

Pastor Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

The Benediction

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Congregation Amen.

Closing Hymn #249 “Fight The Good Fight”
1 Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be

Your joy and crown eternally.

2 Run the straight race through God's good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face.

Life with its way before us lies;

Christ is the path and Christ the prize.

3 Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life, and Christ your love.

4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changes not, who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see

That Christ is all eternally.



Announcements
Midweek Lenten Worship - We will have a midweek Lenten service each week at 6:30 p.m.
We will also have supper each week before the service at 5:15 pm. Next week’s dinner will be a
taco bar served by the choir.

Easter Flowers - There are Easter flower sign-up sheets on the welcome center in the narthex
if you would like to sponsor a flower for Easter. Orders are due today.

Women’s Bible Study — The Monday Evening Bible Class meets at church at 6:30 pm. Contact
Ruth Braun if you would like more information.

Men’s Bible Study — Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m.

Choir — The choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 (during Lent). New members are
always welcome!

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please
sign up on the volunteer board.

Cleaning Schedule — Help is needed to clean the sanctuary, narthex and gym. There is a sign-
up sheet on the volunteer board if you are able to help out. Thank you!

Budget Update — We will have an updated member-giving scorecard in March. If you have any
questions, please speak with church treasurer Phil Holz or church president Dave Paulsen.
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