
 

 

 

 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin 

Pastor Dearly Beloved: We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most 
worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let us worship Him!  Let us kneel 
and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness 
by His infinite grace and mercy. 

 

Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost 
sheep.   We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against 
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For 
His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy 
name. 

Absolution 
Pastor The almighty and most merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our 
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen.  
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3. Opening Hymn #174 “Children Of The Heavenly Father”  

1 Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird or star in heaven Such a refuge ne’er was given. 
 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
 

4. The Versicles and Exhortation 
Pastor Let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation In Him we live and move and have our being. 
Pastor We are buried with Christ by Baptism into death. 
Congregation Just as He was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Pastor As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
Congregation According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit. 
Pastor As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death. 
Congregation Baptism also now saves us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Pastor Beloved in the Lord! In the Word of God we learn that from the fall of Adam we are all 
conceived and born in sin and condemned to everlasting death. But we also learn that the 
Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to save sinners. In 
order that all men, women, and children might come to the knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus, He has entrusted Holy Baptism to His Church as a means of grace for our 
salvation. Our Lord has testified, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God” and “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.” Therefore 
according to His command and promise we receive Londyen Mar into the Christian Church 
through the washing of regeneration, and we beseech our Savior graciously to receive him 
and to shower forth the power of the Holy Spirit, that he will be given the new birth of faith, 
the forgiveness of sins, and life everlasting. 

 

5. The Preface and Christ’s Command Concerning Baptism 
     Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And with your spirit. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is good and right so to do. 
Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to the almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came to His 
disciples and said: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth, therefore, go 
and make disciples of nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
Congregation Amen 

 
 
 
 



6. The Lesson 
Hear also the holy and comforting Gospel according to St. Mark: Then they brought young 
children to Jesus, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I 
say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means 
enter it.” And he took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

7. The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

8. The Sign Of The Cross 
The merciful and eternal God, who alone saves from all evil, and who graciously called you to 
be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light, through our Savior Jesus Christ deliver 
you from the power of darkness, sin, death, and Satan, and preserve you in His faith and 
truth, now and forevermore. Amen 

 
9. The Baptismal Examination 

Pastor Londyen Mar, do you renounce the devil, and all his works, and all his ways? 
    Parents & Sponsors I do renounce them. 
    Pastor Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? 
    Parents & Sponsors I do so believe. 
    Pastor Do you believe in God the Son, the Redeemer of the world? 
    Parents & Sponsors I do so believe. 
    Pastor Do you believe in God the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life? 
     Parents & Sponsors I do so believe. 

 
10. The Baptism 
      Pastor Do you wish to be baptized? 
      Parents & Sponsors Yes 

Pastor Londyen Mar, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
11. The Creed 
      Pastor Let us confess the faith into which this child has been baptized. 

Congregation I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the 
Communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body; and the Life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

12. The Prayer of Thanks 
      Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 
      Congregation For His mercy endures forever. 

Pastor Almighty, eternal God, our heavenly Father, we give you heartfelt thanks that You 
continually preserve and increase Your holy Christian Church, and that You have now led 
Londyen Mar to receive the washing of the new birth to eternal life. We pray You to preserve 
him in the grace of baptism so that he may grow in faith, walk in newness of life by the 
power of Christ’s resurrection, and finally receive the inheritance of the saints in heaven, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

        Congregation Amen 



 
13. Admonition to Parents and Sponsors  

Pastor Dear Christian friends! Through the washing of regeneration Londyen Mar has 
become a child of God and joint-heir of everlasting life with Jesus Christ. As witness to this 
Sacrament, you are to assist him with Christian love and faithful prayers. Remind him of the 
heavenly grace of his Baptism. Give spiritual counsel and aid, so that he is brought up in the 
true knowledge and worship of God. Teach him the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and 
the Lord’s Prayer. Place in his hands the Holy Scriptures, and insure that he is brought to 
the services of God’s house, that he is provided future instruction in the Christian faith, to 
the end that he may come to the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood, and thus, abiding in 
baptismal grace and in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life to the praise 
and honor of Jesus Christ. Is it your honest and sincere intent to do this?  
Parents & Sponsors Yes, with the help of God. 
Pastor God enable you to do this faithful and loving work. By His grace may He fulfill what 
we are unable to do.  
 

14. The Baptismal Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has given you the new birth of 
water and the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins. May He strengthen you with His 
grace to life everlasting. The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time 
forth and even forevermore. 

      Congregation Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 
15. Hymn #177 “I Am Jesus Little Lamb” 

1 I am Jesus' little lamb, 
Ever glad at heart I am, 
For my Shepherd gently guides me, 
Knows my need, and well provides me, 
Loves me every day the same, 
Even calls me by my name. 
 
2 Day by day, at home, away, 
Jesus is my Staff and Stay. 
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 
Into pleasant pastures leads me; 
When I thirst, He bids me go 
Where the quiet waters flow. 
 
3 Who so happy as I am, 
Even now the Shepherd's lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, 
By His angel host attended, 
He shall fold me to His breast, 
There within His arms to rest. 

 
16. Psalm 45:7-9 (Read responsively by whole verse) 

7 you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, 

has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions; 
8 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. From ivory palaces stringed 

instruments make you glad; 
9 daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor; at your right hand stands the queen 

in gold of Ophir. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is   
now, and   ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
 



 
17. Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 42:1-7 

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his 
voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning 
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be 
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to 
those who walk in it: 6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by 
the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 
7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness. 

 

18.  The Epistle Acts 10:34-38 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all 
Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

 

19. The Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went 
up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

 Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
 Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 

20. Sermon Hymn #246 “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It”  
1. God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price. 
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity! 
 
2. Sins, disturb my soul no longer; I am baptized into Christ. 
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me 
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 
 
3. Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ.  
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I’ve travelled, All your might has come unravelled, 
And, against your tyranny, God my Lord unites with me! 
 
4. Death, you cannot end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit Paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine. 
 
 



5. There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring; Even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of Paradise! 

 
21. Sermon – “God Is Well Pleased” Matthew 3:13-17 
 
22. The Offering 
 
23. The Prayers 
 
24. The Collect 

Pastor Let us pray:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight: through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  
Congregation Amen. 

 
30. The Benediction 

    Pastor   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  
    gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  
    Congregation  Amen.  

 
31. Benediction Hymn – #236 “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”    

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure, 
Flee the world, which would deceive us And to sin our souls allure. 
Ever in His footsteps treading, Body here, yet soul above, 
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father's bidding. 
Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, I follow Thee. 
 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, To His image e'er conform; 
Heaven's glory soon will please us, Sunshine follow on the storm. 
Though we sow in tears of sorrow, We shall reap with heav'nly joy; 
And the fears that now annoy Shall be laughter on the morrow. 
Christ, I suffer here with Thee; There, oh, share Thy joy with me! 
 
3 Let us also die with Jesus. His death from the second death, 
From our soul's destruction, frees us, Quickens us with life's glad breath. 
Let us mortify, while living, Flesh and blood and die to sin; 
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
Jesus, here I die to Thee There to live eternally. 
 
4 Let us gladly live with Jesus; Since He's risen from the dead, 
Death and grave must soon release us. Jesus, Thou art now our Head, 
We are truly Thine own members; Where Thou livest, there live we. 
Take and own us constantly, Faithful Friend, as Thy dear brethren. 
Jesus, here I live to Thee, Also there eternally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Announcements 

 
Church Council Meeting – The Church Council will meet at 6:30 p.m. on January 10. 
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class will reconvene on January 
9th. Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 651-457-9379 to make arrangements to 
join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene on January 12th.  
 

Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please 

sign up on the volunteer board. 

 

2023 Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes from the table in the 

narthex. 

 
Cleaning Helpers – Please sign up on the volunteer board if you are willing/able to help with 
cleaning the narthex, sanctuary, or gym.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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