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1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #174 “Children Of The Heavenly Father”  

1 Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird or star in heaven Such a refuge ne’er was given. 
 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 



3 Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
5.  Psalm 103:8-22 (read responsively by whole verse) 

8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear 
him. 
14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 
15 As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. 
17 But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and 
his righteousness to children's children, 
18 to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments. 
19 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his 
word! 
21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! 
22 Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lesson: 2 Peter 3:1-13 

1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets 
and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that 
scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, 
“Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the 
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of 
God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water 
and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, 
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one 
fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in 
lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because 
of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 



 
7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #171 “O Word Of God Incarnate”  

1 O Word of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky, 
We praise You for the radiance 
That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps 
Shines on from age to age. 
 
2 The Church from You, dear Master 
Received the gift divine, 
And still that light is lifted 
O'er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass 
That, all life's voyage through, 
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 
Still guides, O Christ, to You. 
 
3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 
A lamp of burnished gold 
To bear before the nations 
Your true light, as of old; 
O teach Your wand'ring pilgrims 
By this their path to trace, 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, 
They see You face to face. 
 

9.  Sermon “Why Does God Wait?” 2 Peter 3:1-13 
 
10. The Offering 

 

11. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
12. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
13. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

 ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon     
us. 

 
14. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 
15. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

16. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy         
Spirit be with you all. 

       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn #141 “Once He Came In Blessing”  

1 Once he came in blessing, 
All our ills redressing; 
Came in likeness lowly, 
Son of God most holy; 
Bore the cross to save us, 
Hope and freedom gave us. 
 
2 Still He comes within us; 
Still His voice would win us 
From the sins that hurt us; 
Would to truth convert us 
From our foolish error 
Ere He comes in terror. 
 
3 Who by faith endureth 
Bright reward secureth. 
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 
From our sins release us; 
Let us here confess Thee 
Till in heav'n we bless Thee. 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Midweek Worship – Join us at 6:30 pm each Wednesday for our midweek Advent Worship 
service. We will have one final service on December 14th. We will have supper before the service at 
5:15 pm.  
 
Church Council – The Church Council will meet on Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class will reconvene on January 9th. 
Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 651-457-9379 to make arrangements to join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene on January 12th.  
 
Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Seminary Gifts – Thank you to everyone who helped provide gifts for the Seminary students this year.  

 

mailto:ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com


Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. If you have 

hesitated to do this, please know that it is not complicated. If you would like to provide snacks, but 

prefer not to serve, someone can do that for you. Perhaps you could find a partner to help you. Plan for 

about 60 people. Anything is acceptable – sweet treats, cheese and crackers, yogurt, granola bars, etc. 

If you can provide a gluten free choice, that’s great, but not necessary. Pastor makes the coffee. You 

would need to provide juice and/or milk. Perhaps you could serve for a special occasion like a family 

birthday or anniversary. That’s it! The sign-up sheet is on the volunteer board in the narthex. 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                                                              

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 


