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1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #109 “Hark The Glad Sound”  

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev'ry voice a song. 
 



2 He comes the prisoners to release, 
In Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 
 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring 
With Thy beloved Name. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
5.  Psalm 67 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
2 that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the 
nations upon earth. Selah 
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
6 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. 
7 God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lesson: John 11:1-43 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said 
to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this 
world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 
saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken 
him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had 
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” 17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know 
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 



day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise 
quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then 
Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up 
his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
 

7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #165 “Let The Earth Now Praise The Lord” (verses 1-5,9) 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord. 
Who hath truly kept His word 
And the sinners' Help and Friend 
Now at last to us doth send. 
 
2 What the fathers most desired, 
What the prophets' heart inspired, 
What they longed for many a year, 
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 
3 Abram's promised great Reward, 
Zion's Helper, Jacob's Lord-- 
Him of twofold race behold-- 
Truly came, as long foretold. 
 
4 Welcome, O my Savior, now! 
Hail! My Portion, Lord, art Thou. 
Here, too, in my heart, I pray, 
Oh, prepare Thyself a way! 
 
5 King of Glory, enter in; 
Cleanse it from the filth of sin, 
As Thou hast so often done; 
It belongs to Thee alone. 
 
9 And when Thou dost come again 
As a glorious King to reign, 
I with joy may see Thy face, 
Freely ransomed by Thy grace. 
 

9.  Sermon “The Lord Works In Us As We Wait” John 11:1-43 



10. The Offering 

 

11. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
12. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
13. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

 ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon     
us. 

 
14. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
15. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

16. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy         
Spirit be with you all. 

       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn #134 “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”  

1 Let us all with gladsome voice 
Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
His own Son hath given. 
 
2 To this vale of tears He comes, 
Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav'n's fair homes 
We may reign in gladness. 
 
3 We are rich, for He was poor; 
Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 
 
4 O Lord Christ, our Savior dear, 
Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. 
Amen, Jesus, hear us! 



 
 

Announcements 
 

Christmas Worship Schedule – Christmas Eve Carol Service at 6:30 p.m., Christmas Day Worship 
with Communion at 10:00 a.m., New Year’s Eve Vespers with Communion at 6:30 p.m., and New 
Year’s Day Chorale Service with Communion at 10:00 a.m. (No Sunday School/Bible Class). 
 

Sunday School/Choir Christmas Service – The Sunday School and Choir Christmas service will be 
this Sunday, December 18th at the 10:30 service. The service is entitled “Do Not Be Afraid. I Bring You 
Good News!” 
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class will reconvene on January 9th. 
Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 651-457-9379 to make arrangements to join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene on January 12th.  
 

2023 Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex. 

 
Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please sign up 

on the volunteer board. 
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