
 

 

 

 

The Order of Matins - ELH page 109 

 

1.  Welcome  
                                
2. The Confession Of Sin 

Pastor Dearly Beloved: We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His 
most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let us worship Him!  Let 
us kneel and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy. 

 

Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost 
sheep.   We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against 
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For 
His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy 
name.                                                                                                                           
                                                                  Absolution 
Pastor The almighty and most merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all 
our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen.  
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3. Opening Hymn #110 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 1-4)  
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ord'rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show 
And teach us in her ways to go. (Refrain) 
 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. (Refrain) 
 
4 O come, Thou Rod of Jesse's stem; 
From every foe deliver them 
That trust thy mighty pow'r to save, 
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. (Refrain) 
 

4. Opening Versicles  
Pastor  O Lord, open my lips. 
♫ Congregation And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

Pastor Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 
to the   Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: Forevermore.  
Amen.  
 

5. The Invitatory and Venite  
 

Pastor Oh come, let us worship the Lord. 
♫ Congregation   For He is our Maker. 
Oh, come let us sing to the Lord:  
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise to Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all Gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth: 
 the strength of the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down:  
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture 
 and the sheep of His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

 
6. Hymn #106 “On Jordan’s Bank The Herald’s Cry”  

1 On Jordan's bank the herald's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 



2 Then cleansed be ev'ry Christian breast, 
And furnished for so great a Guest; 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our Refuge and our great Reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away, 
Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
4 To heal the sick, stretch out Thine hand 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Once more upon Thy people shine 
And fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee, 
Whose advent set Thy people free; 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost, for evermore. 
 

7. Psalm 146 (read responsively by whole verse) 
1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3 Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. 
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the 
prisoners free; 
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the 
way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is   
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

8. Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 35 
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the 
crocus; 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say 
to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of 
Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the 
way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk 
there. 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

 
 
 



9. The Epistle James 5:7-10 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; 
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, 
brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

10. The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one 
who is not offended by me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those 
who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, 
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

 Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 
 

11. Sermon Hymn #98 “Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending”  
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for our salvation slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of His train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ reveals His endless reign. 
 
2 Ev'ry eye shall now behold Him, 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at nought and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3 Those dear tokens of His Passion 
Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for Thine own. 
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly! 
Alleluia! come, Lord, come! 

 
12. Sermon – “What Did You Expect?” Matthew 11:2-11 
 

13. The Offering 



 

14. Prayer 
 
15. Te Deum Laudamus   pg. 114 

♫ Congregation We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be the Lord.  

All the earth worships You, the Father ev-er last-ing. 

To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers there-in; 

To You cherubim and seraphim con-tin-ual-ly do cry: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sab-a-oth; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glo-ry. 

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You. 

The goodly fellowship of the proph-ets praise You. 

The noble army of martyrs praise You. 

The holy Church throughout all the world does ac-know-ledge You: 

The father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and on-ly Son; 

also the Holy Spirit, the Com-for-ter. 

You are the King of Glory, O Christ.  You are the everlasting Son of the Fa-ther. 

When You took upon Yourself to de-liv-er man, 

You humbled Yourself to be born of a Vir-gin. 

When You had overcome the sharp-ness of death,                                                                           

You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-liev-ers. 

You are seated at the right hand of God in the glory of the Fath-er. 

We believe that You will come to be our Judge. 

We therefore pray You, help Your ser-vants, 

whom You have redeemed with Your pre-cious blood.  

Make them to be numbered with Your saints in glory ev-er-last-ing. 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your her-i-tage. 

Govern them and lift them up for-ev-er. 

Day by day we magni-fy You. 

And we worship Your name now and ev-er-more. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
            O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up-on us. 

O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You. 
O Lord, in You I have trusted; let me never be con-found-ed. 

 
16. Prayers 

The Kyrie  Sung by All 

 Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

      The Lord’s Prayer  Sung by All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Pastor Let us pray:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight: through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  
♫ Congregation Amen. 

 



17. Benedicamus & Benediction 
      Pastor Let us bless the Lord! 
      ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God! 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. 

        ♫ Congregation Amen. 
 
18. Benediction Hymn #110 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 5-7)  

5 O come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. (Refrain) 
 
Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease; 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. (Refrain) 
 

Announcements 
 

Advent Midweek Worship – Join us at 6:30 pm each Wednesday for our midweek Advent 
Worship service. We will have one final service on December 14th. We will have supper before 
the service at 5:15 pm.  
 

Christmas Worship Schedule – Christmas Eve Carol Service at 6:30 p.m., Christmas Day 
Worship with Communion at 10:00 a.m., New Year’s Eve Vespers with Communion at 6:30 
p.m., and New Year’s Day Chorale Service with Communion at 10:00 a.m. (No Sunday 
School/Bible Class). 
 
Church Council – The Church Council will meet on Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class will reconvene on January 
9th. Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 651-457-9379 to make arrangements to 
join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene on January 12th.  
 

Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Seminary Gifts – Thank you to everyone who helped provide gifts for the Seminary students 

this year.  
 

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please 

sign up on the volunteer board. 

 

2023 Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes from the table in the 

narthex. 
 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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