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1. Welcome 
 
2. Opening Hymn #149 “In Thee Is Gladness”  

                                      (Please stand for the last verse) 
1 In Thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, Sunshine of my heart! 
By Thee are given The gifts of heaven; Thou the true Redeemer art. 
Our souls Thou wakest; Our bonds Thou breakest.                                                                  
Who trusts Thee surely Has built securely And stands forever: Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining To see Thy shining, 
Dying or living To Thee are cleaving; Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 
 
2 If He is ours We fear no powers, Nor of earth or sin or death. 
He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath. 
Wherefore the story Tell of His glory 
With heart and voices; All heav'n rejoices In Him for ever: Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, Triumph o'er sadness, 
Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for ever: Alleluia! 

 
3. Invocation 

Pastor  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 

4. The Confession of Sin 
Pastor Let us confess our sins: 
Congregation  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath 
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of 
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Pastor Lift up your hearts.  The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and  
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy office I 
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above” 
Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love 
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring. 
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,  
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; 
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. 
Eleison, eleison! 
 

6. The Gloria - Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1 
All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.  
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

 
7. The Collect for the Day 

       Pastor Let us pray. O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your dear Son, Jesus, Christ, 
to become a stranger and a sojourner in Egypt for our sakes, and led Him safely home to His 
fatherland: Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this 
perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, 
where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

8. Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 63:7-9 
7 I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that 
the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted 
them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became 
their Savior. 9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days 
of old. 

 
9. Psalm 111 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,  in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD,  studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work,   and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;  the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him;  he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the 
nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;  all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 they are established forever and ever,  to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people;  he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and 
awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  all those who practice it have a good 
understanding.  His praise endures forever! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 



10. The Epistle Galatians 4:4-7                      
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 
 

11. Chief Hymn #150 “In This Our Happy Christmastide” (verses 1-4)  
1 In this our happy Christmastide The joyful bells are ringing; 
To praise be all our pow'rs applied, God's grace and mercy singing; 
In Him by whom the world was made, Now in the lowly manger laid, 
Rejoice we in the spirit; Thy praise, O Savior, we will sound 
Unto the earth's remotest bound, That all the world shall hear it. 
 
2 A little Son, the Virgin-born, True God from everlasting 
To rescue us who were forlorn, His lot with us is casting; 
It moved His tender heart to see This world of sin and misery 
In condemnation lying; Therefore He came from realms above 
Down to our earth, drawn by His love, To sooth our grief and sighing. 
 
3 Our thanks we offer Him today, Although a poor oblation, 
Alleluia! our joyful lay, Shall sound through ev'ry nation; 
Now in our camp the Ark we see, Therefore we shout the victory 
With joyful hearts unfearing; We sing of peace, the peace profound, 
That hell shall tremble at the sound, Our Christmas anthem hearing. 
 
4 That God has laid His anger by, He by His gift hath shown us; 
He gives His Son for us to die, In Him He now doth own us; 
These joyful tidings tell abroad, That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
From sin doth us deliver; Who then should not be glad today 
When Christ is born, the sinners' stay, Who is of grace the giver? 

 
12. The Gospel Lesson Matthew 2:13-23 

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and 
took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 
region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19 But when Herod died, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child 
and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are 
dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And 
he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might 
be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

 
13. Creed Hymn # 37 “We All Believe In One True God”  

1 We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present Help in need, Praised by all the heav'nly host, 
By whose mighty pow'r alone All is made and wrought and done. 
 



2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery. 
 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both fore'er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blest and Holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee! 

 
14. The Sermon “The Flight To Egypt” Matthew 2:13-23  
 
15. The Offering Collection 
 

16. The Prayers    
 

                                           The Service of the Holy Communion 
Heritage Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of the ELS 
and WELS partake of the Lord’s Supper today.  Visitors, please speak with Pastor Anderson 
about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 
 
17. The Lord’s Prayer sung by all. Tune: ELH p. 53 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
18. The Words of Institution 

Pastor Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He 
took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this 
cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission 
of sins.  This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

19. The Distribution and Reception of The Lord’s Supper 
 
20. Collect of Thanksgiving 

Pastor Let us give thanks and pray: Almighty God and Father, we thank You for feeding us 
with the most precious body and blood of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Your Son, 
and heirs of Your eternal kingdom.  Send us out to do the work You have given us to do, to 
love and serve You as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
21. The Benediction 

    Pastor  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  
    gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  
    Congregation  Amen.  

 
22. Benediction Hymn – #148 “Praise God The Lord, Ye Sons Of Men” (verses 1,2,3,7,8) 

1 Praise God the Lord, ye sons of men, Before His highest throne; 
Today He opens heav'n again And gives us His own Son, And gives us His own Son. 
 
2 He leaves His heav'nly Father's throne, Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, Lies in a humble stall, Lies in a humble stall. 
 
3 He veils in flesh His pow'r divine A servant's form to take; 
In want and lowliness must pine Who heav'n and earth did make, Who heav'n and earth did make. 



 
7 He serves that I a lord may be; A great exchange indeed! 
Could Jesus' love do more for me To help me in my need, To help me in my need? 
 
8 For us He opens wide the door Of Paradise today; 
The angel guards the gate no more, To God our thanks we pay, To God our thanks we pay. 

 

 
 
Communion Prayers 
 
Before 
We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under Your table.  But 
You are the Lord who desires always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in Him 
and He in us.  Amen. 

 
After 
Lord Jesus Christ, even as You rose triumphant from the grave, I beseech You to grant me grace to 
rise from the bondage of sin, to walk in the newness of life, that when You appear as my Judge and 
Redeemer, I shall greet You in peace and joy, and may throughout eternity enjoy the bliss of Your 
unveiled Presence. Amen    
 
 

The Exhortation 
 
Pastor: Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good 
that you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ; “This is My body, 
which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins” you should 
believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with His body and blood, as the words declare. 
From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ bestows upon 
you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your sins. 
And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink of it all of you,” 
and “this do in remembrance of Me.”  
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then you have rightly 
examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood for the forgiveness of 
all your sins. 
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for so 
great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian Church 
have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father grant you His grace; 
through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                    Announcements 
 
 

No Elder’s Meeting – The Elders will not be meeting in January. Their next meeting will be at 
6:30 p.m. on February 7th. 
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class will reconvene on January 
9th. Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 651-457-9379 to make arrangements to 
join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene on January 12th.  
 

Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. Please 

sign up on the volunteer board. 

 

2023 Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes from the table in the 

narthex. 

 

Thank you! - Dear Friends, Thank you all for your cards, notes, and well-wishes for my 90th 
birthday. It was lovely to be able to celebrate with all of you! 
Love in Christ, 
LaDonna VonBargen 
 
Cleaning Helpers – Please sign up on the volunteer board if you are willing/able to help with 
cleaning the narthex, sanctuary, or gym.  
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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