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1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #87 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
 
 



 
2 Israel's strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
3 Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
5.  Psalm 27 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and 
fall. 
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, 
yet I will be confident. 
4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his 
tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his 
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”  
9 Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in. 
11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 
12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, 
and they breathe out violence. 
13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! 
14 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-14 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's 
hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is 



like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 
your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward 
is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, 
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a 
balance? 13 Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? 
14 Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and 
taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #94 “O How Shall I Receive Thee” (verses 1,3,4,10)   

1 O how shall I receive Thee, 
How welcome Thee aright! 
All nations long to greet Thee, 
My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O Jesus, Jesus, set Thee 
Thy lamp within my breast, 
And by its guidance let me 
Know what doth please Thee best. 
 
3 What hast Thou left ungranted 
To give me glad relief? 
When soul and body panted 
In utmost depth of grief, 
In deepest degradation, 
Devoid of joy and peace, 
Then, Thou, my soul's Salvation, 
Didst come to bring release. 
 
4 I lay in fetters groaning, 
Thou com’st to set me free; 
I stood, my shame bemoaning, 
Thou com’st to honor me. 
A glory Thou dost give me, 
A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail or leave me 
As earthly riches fly. 
 
10 He comes to judge the nations, 
A terror to His foes, 
A Light of consolations 
And blessed Hope to those 
Who love the Lord's appearing. 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Thy beams so cheering, 
And guide us safely home! 
 

9.  Sermon “What It Means To Wait For The Lord” Isaiah 40:30,31; Psalm 27:11-14 
Isaiah 40:30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who 
wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall 
run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Psalm 27:11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead 



me on a level path because of my enemies. 12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false 
witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out violence. 13 I believe that I shall 
look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! 14 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let 
your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 
10. The Offering 

 

11. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
12. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
13. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

 ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon     
us. 

 
14. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
15. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

16. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy         
Spirit be with you all. 

       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn #99 “The Advent Of Our King”  

1. The advent of our King 
Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
In strains of holy joy. 
 
2 The everlasting Son 
Incarnate deigns to be; 
Himself a servant's form puts on 
To set His servants free. 
 
3 O Zion's Daughter, rise 
To meet thy lowly King; 
Repentant hearts He'll not despise, 
Forgiveness He doth bring. 



 
4 As Judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again; 
Then saints and angels will unite 
To praise His heav'nly reign. 
 
5 Before the dawning day 
Let sin's dark deeds be gone, 
The old man all be put away, 
The new man all put on. 
 
6 All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever One, 
Through all eternity. 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Midweek Worship – Join us at 6:30 pm each Wednesday for our midweek Advent Worship 
service. We will have a service on the following Wednesdays: November 30th, December 7th and 
December 14th. We will have supper before the services at 5:15 pm.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Women's Monday evening Bible Class meets in the fellowship hall at 
6:30 p.m. In person and online options are available. Contact Ruth B, ruth@cleangreenwithruth.com, 
651-457-9379 to make arrangements to join. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursday mornings at 8:00 a.m.  
 
Meditations – The current meditations are available on the welcome stand. 
 

Seminary Gifts - Again this year, we, as a congregation, will be bringing gifts to the seminary students 

and their families. There is a poster with post-its posted in the narthex. Gift cards are available for 

purchase through Katie Henricks (Raise Right/Scrip) and can be put in the office or mailbox #9. If you 

have any questions, please talk to Rhonda Eisenbeis. Gifts are due December 4.  

 

Fellowship - Volunteers are always needed to provide fellowship food every Sunday. If you have 

hesitated to do this, please know that it is not complicated. If you would like to provide snacks, but 

prefer not to serve, someone can do that for you. Perhaps you could find a partner to help you. Plan for 

about 60 people. Anything is acceptable – sweet treats, cheese and crackers, yogurt, granola bars, etc. 

If you can provide a gluten free choice, that’s great, but not necessary. Pastor makes the coffee. You 

would need to provide juice and/or milk. Perhaps you could serve for a special occasion like a family 

birthday or anniversary. That’s it! The sign-up sheet is on the volunteer board in the narthex. 

 

Special Voters’ Meeting – We will be having a special voters’/forum meeting this Sunday, December 

4th between services. The previous voters mtg voters passed a suspension of kindergarten for 23-24 

school year to allow time for reviewing viability of the program. The comments, questions and close 

vote indicated members wanted more information. At the December mtg we will share additional 

information about the options to call or search for a teacher. We will also present a recommendation for 

teacher pay structure changes; this recommendation will require voter approval for changes because it 

is outside of the already approved budget for this year. 

 
 

 
                                                                                              

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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