
 

 

 

 

The Order of Matins - ELH page 109 

 

1.  Welcome  
                                
2. The Confession Of Sin 

Pastor Dearly Beloved: We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His 
most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let us worship Him!  Let 
us kneel and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy. 

 

Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost 
sheep.   We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against 
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For 
His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy 
name.                                                                                                                           
                                                                  Absolution 
Pastor The almighty and most merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all 
our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen.  
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3. Opening Hymn #367 “Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd”  
1 Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, Children all are dear to Thee; 
Gathered with Thine arms and carried In Thy bosom may we be; 
Sweetly, fondly, safely tended, From all want and danger free. 
 
2 Tender Shepherd, never leave us From Thy fold to go astray; 
By Thy look of love directed, May we walk the narrow way. 
Thus direct us and protect us, Lest they fall an easy prey. 
 
3 Cleanse our hearts from sinful folly In the stream Thy love supplied, 
Mingled stream of blood and water Flowing from Thy wounded side; 
And to heav'nly pastures lead us, Where Thine own still waters glide. 
 
4 Let Thy holy Word instruct us; Guide us daily by its light; 
Let Thy love and grace constrain us To approve whate'er is right, 
Take Thine easy yoke and wear it, Strengthened with Thy heav'nly might. 
 
5 Taught to lisp Thy holy praises Which on earth Thy children sing, 
Both with lips and hearts unfeigned, May we thank-off'rings bring, 
Then with all the saints in glory Join to praise our Lord and King. 
 

4. Opening Versicles  
Pastor  O Lord, open my lips. 
♫ Congregation And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

Pastor Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 
to the   Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  Forevermore.  
Amen.  
 

5. The Invitatory and Venite  
 

Pastor Oh come, let us worship the Lord. 
♫ Congregation   For He is our Maker. 
Oh, come let us sing to the Lord:  
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise to Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all Gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth: 
 the strength of the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down:  
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture 
 and the sheep of His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

 
6. Hymn #441 “O That The Lord Would Guide My Ways”  

1 O that the Lord would guide my ways To keep His statutes still! 
O that my God would grant me grace To know and do His will! 
 
2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e'er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wand'ring sheep. 
 



4 Make me to walk in Thy commands, A most delightful road; 
Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God. 
 

7. Psalm 23 Sung to Hymn #371 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 
1 The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 
 
2 My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for His own name's sake. 
 
3 Yea, tho' I walk in death's dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still. 
 
4 My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 
 
5 Goodness and mercy, all my life, Shall surely follow me, 
And in God's house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

 

8. Old Testament Lesson Acts 13:15-33 
15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a 
message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, 
say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you who 
fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people 
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And 
for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven 
nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 
450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked 
for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty 
years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he 
testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do 
all my will.’ 23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he 
promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the 
people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that 
I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not 
worthy to untie.’ 26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem 
and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the 
prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28 And though 
they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 And 
when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and 
laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to 
those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to 
the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this 
he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 
“‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’ 

 

9. The Epistle Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And 
all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who 
are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, 
you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 



have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they 
are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on 
the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst 
of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

10. The Gospel John 10:22-30 
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around 
him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 
my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not 
among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

 
 Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 
 

11. Sermon Hymn #372 “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love To Me” (verses 1,2,5,6,7)  
1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
Unite my thankful heart with Thee And reign without a rival there. 
To Thee alone, dear Lord, I live; Myself to Thee, dear Lord, I give. 
 
2 Oh, grant that nothing in my soul May dwell but Thy pure love alone! 
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, My Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; My ev'ry act, word, thought, be love. 
 
5 Oh, draw me, Savior, e'er to Thee; So shall I run and never tire. 
With gracious words still comfort me; Be Thou my Hope, my sole Desire. 
Free me from ev'ry guilt and fear; No sin can harm if Thou art near. 
 
6 Still let Thy love point out my way; What wondrous things Thy love hath wrought! 
Still lead me lest I go astray; Direct my work, inspire my thought; 
And if I fall, soon may I hear Thy voice and know that love is near! 
 
7 In suffering be Thy love my peace, In weakness be Thy love my pow'r; 
And when the storms of life shall cease, O Jesus, in that final hour, 
Be Thou my Rod and Staff and Guide And draw me safely to Thy side! 
 

12. Sermon – “In The Father’s Hand” John 10:22-30 
 
13. The Offering  
 
14. Prayer 
 
15. Te Deum Hymn #42 “God, We Praise You”  

1 God, we praise You! God, we bless You! God, we name You sovereign Lord! 
Mighty King whom angels worship, Father, by Your church adored: 
All creation shows Your glory, Heav'n and earth draw near Your throne, 
Singing "Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts, and God alone!" 
 

2 True apostles, faithful prophets, Saints who set their world ablaze, 
Martyrs, once unknown, unheeded, Join one growing song of praise, 
While Your church on earth confesses One majestic Trinity: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God, our hope eternally. 



 

3 Jesus Christ, the king of glory, Everlasting Son of God; 
Humble was Your Virgin Mother, Hard the lonely path You trod: 
By Your cross is sin defeated, Hell confronted face to face, 
Heaven opened to believers, Sinners justified by grace. 
 

4 Christ, at God's right hand victorious, You will judge the world You made; 
Lord, in mercy help Your servants For whose freedom You have paid: 
Raise us up from dust to glory, Guard us from all sin today. 
King enthroned above all praises, Save Your people, God, we pray. 
 

16. Prayers 

The Kyrie  Sung by All 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

      The Lord’s Prayer  Sung by All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Pastor Let us pray:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight: through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  
♫ Congregation Amen. 

 

17. Benedicamus & Benediction 
      Pastor Let us bless the Lord! 
      ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God! 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. 

        ♫ Congregation Amen. 
 
18. Benediction Hymn #370 “The King Of Love My Shepherd Is”  

1 The King of Love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His. And He is mine forever. 
 
2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
 
3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid And home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
 
5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight, Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And O what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 
6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever. 
 

 



 
Announcements 

Church Council - Church Council will meet on Tuesday, May 10th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Annual Meeting - Our annual congregation forum and voters’ meeting will take place on 
Sunday, June 5th after 9:00 service.  
 
Every Member Sunday - May 22 - Every Member Sunday marks our annual shift to the single 
9:00 a.m. Sunday worship schedule which continues through the summer up to Labor Day. It's a 
Sunday all Heritage members and friends are encouraged to make every effort to be present as 
we unite in one service to worship together. The service will include the Sunday School Choir, a 
women's choir piece, a catechism message for children, and recognition of Sunday School 
teachers. We'll also recognize and welcome the newest members of Heritage. A breakfast 
parfait bar for all will follow the service.  
 
VBS - Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of July 11-15. Volunteers are needed to 
make the week a success. Please let Laura Mears or the office know if you would like to help. If 
you would like to register your child, please call or email the office with your child’s name and 
grade they will be in this fall. Thank you! 
 
Art Camp - Art camp is scheduled for June 20-24. Children ages 3-6 years may register for this 
camp. It is such a fun camp and it is filling fast! 
 
Science Camp - Science camp is scheduled for July 18-22. Children ages 3-6 years may 
register for this camp. It is such a fun camp and it is filling fast! 
 
Congregational Survey - An email went out last week with a link to a survey. Please take a 
moment to fill out the survey electronically. If you would prefer a paper copy, they will be 
available in the narthex. Please place completed paper copies in the envelope on the welcome 
desk. 
 
An Opportunity to Serve - Do you have a little time you would be willing to spare once or twice 
a month? Would you be willing to clean either the Sanctuary or Narthex? Each area takes 1 to 1 
½ hours. The cleaning has been simplified and streamlined to make it quick and easy to do. 

Sanctuary: dust, dust/mop floor, wipe up fingerprints, and vacuum 
Narthex/Entry/coat room: dust, wipe up fingerprints, and vacuum 

Whether you are an individual, family, or friends who sign up together, many hands doing a little 
bit will keep our LORD’s house neat and clean. If you are willing to give your time, check your 
calendar and sign up on the volunteer board to help out. Once a month, once a week, once a 
quarter, whatever fits your schedule. Questions? Contact Ruth B. rb1950@gmail.com / 651-
457-9379 for further details. 
 
Women’s Bible Study – We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship 
Hall. In person and virtual options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth 
Braun  rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up to 

provide fellowship snacks between services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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