
 

  

  New Year’s Eve Vespers Service 
December 31, 2021 

Heritage Lutheran Church 
Apple Valley, MN 

  6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #155 “How Sweet The Name Of Jesus Sounds” (verses 1-5)  

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 
 
2 It makes the wounded spirit whole 
And calms the troubled breast; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul 
And to the weary, rest. 
 



3 Dear name! The Rock on which I build, 
My Shield and Hiding-place; 
My never-failing Treasury, filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 
 
4 By Thee my pray'rs acceptance gain 
Although with sin defiled. 
Satan accuses me in vain, 
And I am owned a child. 
 
5 Jesus, my Shepherd, Guardian, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 
 

4.  The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen. Alleluia. 

 
5.  Psalm 8 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the 
heavens. 
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set 
in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and 
honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lessons                                                                                                                    

 Isaiah 51:1-6 
1 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from which 
you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to 
Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3 For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness 
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her,  
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 “Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my 
nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 My 
righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look 
at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and 
they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness 
will never be dismayed. 

 
Romans 8:31-39 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 



things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is 
written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Matthew 1:18-24 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her 
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife. 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #159 “To The Name Of Our Salvation” (verses 1,2,5,6)        

1. To the name of our salvation 
Laud and honor let us pay, 
Which for many a generation 
Hid in God's foreknowledge lay; 
But with holy exultation 
We may sing aloud today. 
 
2 Jesus is the name we treasure, 
Name beyond what words can tell; 
Name of gladness, name of pleasure, 
Ear and heart delighting well; 
Name of sweetness, passing measure, 
Saving us from sin and hell. 
 
5 Jesus is the name prevailing 
Over ev'ry name by right; 
At this name, in terror wailing, 
Powers of hell are put to flight; 
God, in mercy never failing, 
Saves us by this name of might. 
 
6 Therefore we in love adoring 
This most blessed name revere, 
Holy Jesus, Thee imploring 
So to write it in us here 
That hereafter, heav'nward soaring, 
We may sing with angels there. 

 
9.  Sermon "More Than Conquerors" Romans 8:31-39 
 

 



10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

14. The Consecration & Distribution of The Lord’s Supper 
  
15. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

16. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
       Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn #160 “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” (verses 1,2,4,6,8) 

1 Our God, our Help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our Shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal Home! 
 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
 
4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 
 
6 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 
 



8 O God, our Help in ages past, 
Our Hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last 
And our eternal Home! 

 
                                                           Announcements 

 
No Sunday School or Bible class this Sunday, January 2, 2022.  

Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene in January.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are copies of 
the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible Class as 
we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original 
World. We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person and virtual 
options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth Braun  rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-
9379/612-237-1064 
 
Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up to provide 

fellowship snacks between services. 
 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

 

Heritage Youth Group Event - ELS Winter Youth Retreat and Trip to Nickelodeon Universe - Our 
7th grade to high school youth are invited to a Winter Youth Retreat at Heritage Lutheran in Apple 
Valley from January 28th to 29th. The retreat will include an evening of fun, games, and Bible Study on 
Friday night with a trip to Nickelodeon Universe (NU) on Saturday. The cost is $30 per student and 
covers a five-hour unlimited ride pass to NU as well as food and drinks while at Heritage. You can bring 
cash or write a check to Peace Lutheran Church (the church setting up the retreat) the day of. Go 
to peacemankato.com/retreat to signup and for more details. Students must sign-up by January 23rd to 
guarantee their spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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