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1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to render 
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy praise, 
to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. We 
have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things which 
we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for 
true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #87 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 



2 Israel's strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
3 Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
5.  Psalm 24 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 
2 for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
and does not swear deceitfully. 
5 He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! Selah 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lesson: Genesis 3:8-19; 4:1 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of 
the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in 
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your 
husband, but he shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it, 
’cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are 



dust, and to dust you shall return.” 4:1 Adam made love to his wife Eve. She became pregnant and 
gave birth to Cain. She said, “I have gotten the man that the LORD promised.” 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 

     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #111 “When Sinners See Their Lost Condition” (verses 1-4,9)   

1 When sinners see their lost condition 
And feel the pressing load of sin, 
And Jesus cometh on His mission 
To heal the sin-sick heart within, 
All grief must flee before His grace, 
And joy divine will take its place. 

 
2 When Jesus enters meek and lowly 
To fill the home with sweetest peace; 
When hearts have felt His blessing holy 
And found from sin complete release; 
Then light and calm within shall reign 
And hearts divided love again. 
 
3 When Jesus enters land and nation, 
And moves the people with His love; 
When, yielding to His kind persuasion, 
Our hearts His truth and blessing prove, 
Then shall our life on earth be blest, 
The peace of God on us shall rest. 
 
4 When Jesus comes, O blessed story! 
He works a change in heart and life; 
God's kingdom comes with pow'r and glory 
To young and old, to man and wife; 
Through Sacrament and living Word 
Faith, love, and hope are now conferred. 
 
9 Come Thou who spreadest joy and gladness, 
Forever bide with me and mine, 
And bring to those who sit in sadness 
And gloom of death Thy light divine. 
A voice comes from my soul within: 
Thou blessed of the Lord, come in! 
 

9.  Sermon “The Promise To Our First Parents” Genesis 3:8-19; Genesis 4:1 
 
10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
 
 



12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
         Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
16. Closing Hymn #576 “Holy Father, In Thy Mercy” (Tune: Stephanos, ELH #206) 

1 Holy Father, in Thy mercy 
Hear our anxious prayer; 
Keep our loved ones who are absent 
'Neath Thy care. 
 
2 Jesus, Savior, let Thy presence 
Be their light and guide; 
Keep, O keep them, in their weakness 
At Thy side. 
 
3 When in sorrow, when in danger, 
When in loneliness, 
In Thy love look down and comfort 
Their distress. 
 
4 May the joy of Thy salvation 
Be their strength and stay! 
May they love and may they praise Thee 
Day by day! 
 
5 Holy Spirit, let Thy teaching 
Sanctify their life 
Send Thy grace that they may conquer 
In the strife. 
 
6 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
God the One in Three, 
Bless them, guide them, save them, keep them, 
Near to Thee. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Suppers - Please sign-up on the volunteer board in the narthex if you and your family plan to 
attend the midweek Advent suppers starting at 5:15 pm. For the groups that are providing the meal 
each week, having an idea of how many will attend the suppers helps them to plan accordingly. Thank 
you! 
 

Advent Midweek Worship - Advent has begun. We will have three midweek Advent worship services. 
The Advent Midweek series for this year is entitled “Man’s Age-Old Longing For The Savior.” We hope 
you will join us as we hear about “The Promise to our First Parents,” “The Hope of the Patriarchs,” and 
“The Vision of the Prophets.” 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene in January.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are copies of 
the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible Class as 
we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original 
World. We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person and virtual 
options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth Braun  rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-
9379/612-237-1064 
 
Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up to provide 

fellowship snacks between services. 
 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 
 

Seminary Christmas - Please put your gifts in the old kitchen. Gift cards can be put in the office or 
mailbox #9. If you have any questions, please talk to Rhonda Eisenbeis. Gifts are due December 3.  
 

Heritage Youth Group Event - On December 12th, 1-5pm, there will be a Nerf Tag event for Heritage 
Youth at Tactical Urban Combat at the Mall of America. All 7th-12th graders are invited. Friends are also 
welcome. We’ll have pizza afterwards. A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex at Heritage. The cost 
will only be $10 per person. We will meet at Heritage at 1pm. 
 
Christmas Caroling - Feeling merry? You are cordially invited to sing Christmas carols on Saturday, 
December 11 at 1:00 p.m. We'll meet at Heritage for hot cocoa then will carpool to about 3 nearby 
locations. No need to RSVP--just show up if you'd like to spread Christmas cheer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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