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Rite Two with Communion - ELH page 60  

1. Welcome   

 
2. Opening Hymn #121 “Behold A Branch Is Growing” 

      (Please stand for the last verse)  
1 Behold, a branch is growing 
Of loveliest form and grace! 
As prophets sung, foreknowing, 
It springs from Jesse’s race 
And bears one little flower 
In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
 
2 Isaiah hath foretold it 
In words of promise sure, 
And Mary's arms enfold it, 
A virgin meek and pure. 
Through God's eternal will 
This child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 
 
4 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness ev'rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death he saves us 
And lightens ev'ry load. 
 



5  O Savior, child of Mary, 
Who felt our human woe, 
O Savior, King of glory, 
who dost our weakness know, 
Bring us at last, we pray, 
To the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day. 

3. The Invocation  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 ♫ Congregation Amen.  

 
4. Confession of Sin and Absolution  

Pastor Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to  God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness.  
Pastor Our help is in the name of the Lord.   
♫ Congregation Who made heaven and earth.  

        Pastor I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.  
♫ Congregation And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
Pastor Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 
we  are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, 
word,  and deed. Therefore, we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 
Your  grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Congregation O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for 
us;  have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy  Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to 
Your  Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ,  our Lord. Amen.  
Pastor Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on  
His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy  
Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
Congregation Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.  

 
5. Introit (Latin, “Entrance”) selected verses from Psalm 85, read responsively by whole verse. 

1You, Lord, showed favor to your land;  you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 2You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 
3You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 
8I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful 
servants—but let them not turn to folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 
4Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. 
7Show us your unfailing love, Lord, and grant us your salvation. 
 

6. The Gloria Patri (Latin, “Glory to the Father”)  
♫ Congregation Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in  
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.  
 

7. The Kyrie Eleison (Greek, “Lord Have Mercy”)  
♫ Congregation Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy  
upon us.  



8. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Omitted in Advent) 

9. The Salutation   
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
♫ Congregation And with your spirit.  

10. The Collect  
Pastor Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make 
us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
♫ Congregation Amen.  

 
11. Old Testament Lesson - Micah 5:2–5a 

2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of 
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.” 3Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor 
bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4He will stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the 
earth.5And he will be our peace. 

 
12. The Epistle - Hebrews 10:5–10 
5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not 
desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not 
pleased. 7Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do 
your will, my God.’ ” 8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in 
accordance with the law.9Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets 
aside the first to establish the second.10And by that will, we have been made holy through 
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

13. The Gradual Hymn #583 “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”  
God's Word is our great heritage,  
And shall be ours forever;  
To spread its light from age to age  
Shall be our chief endeavor.  
Through life it guides our way;  
In death it is our stay.  
Lord, grant, while worlds endure,  
We keep its teachings pure,  
Throughout all generations.  

 
14. The Gospel- Luke 1:39–55 

39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,40where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.42In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!43But 
why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?44As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.45Blessed is 
she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 46And Mary said: “My 
soul glorifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has been mindful 



of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49for 
the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name. 50His mercy extends to 
those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51He has performed mighty deeds with 
his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52He has brought 
down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53He has filled the hungry with 
good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful 55to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised 
our ancestors.” 

       Pastor This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
       ♫ Congregation Praise be to You, O Christ!   

15. The Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed  
Congregation I believe in One God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and  
of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of  
God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very  God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By Whom all 
things  were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was  incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also  for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right  
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the  
dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and  
Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the 
Son  together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one 
Holy  Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I  look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to come. Amen.  

16. Chief Hymn #153 “The People That in Darkness Sat” 
1 The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 
 
2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gath'ring nations come; 
The joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 
 
3 For Thou their burden dost remove 
And break the tyrant's rod 
As in the day when Midian fell 
Before the sword of God, 
Before the sword of God. 
 
4 To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv'n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n, 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n. 



 
5 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor. 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 
 
6 His righteous government and pow'r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 
 
7 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 

17. Sermon – “Prologue To Christmas” - Mark 13:32-37  

18. The Offertory Verse from Psalm 51  
♫ Congregation Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore  
unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.  

19. The Offering  

20. Prayer of the Church   

The Service Of Holy Communion  
Heritage Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of the 
ELS  and WELS partake of the Lord’s Supper today. Visitors, please speak with Pastor 

Anderson  about receiving the Sacrament in the future.  

21. The Preface (p. 72)   
 Pastor The Lord be with you.  
 ♫ Congregation And with your spirit.  
 Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
 ♫ Congregation We lift them up unto the Lord.  
 Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 ♫ Congregation It is good and right so to do.  
Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give  thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, therefore with angels 
and  archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name,  evermore praising You and saying:  

22. The Sanctus (Latin, “Holy”) (p.76)  
♫ Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Your  
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed 
is  He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  



23. The Lord’s Prayer: (p.77)  
Pastor Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will  be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
our  trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation,  but deliver us from evil.   

♫ Congregation For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.   

24. The Words of Institution (p.79)  
Pastor Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and  
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this  
is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also  
He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of 
you;  this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you and for many, for 
the  remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

25. The Pax Domini (Latin, “The Peace of the Lord”)  
 Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 ♫ Congregation Amen.  

26. The Agnus Dei (Latin, “Lamb of God”)  
♫ Congregation O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have  
mercy upon us. O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy  upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us 
Your  peace. Amen.  

27. The Distribution  

28. The Nunc Dimittis (Latin, “Now Dismiss Us”) (p.81)  
♫ Congregation Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your 
word.  For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of 
all  people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to 
the  Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever  shall be, forevermore. Amen.  

29. The Prayer of Thanksgiving (p.83)  
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.  
♫ Congregation And His mercy endures forever.  
Pastor Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us  

through these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen  
us through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus  
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God,  now and forever.  
♫ Congregation Amen. 

 
30. Hymn of Thanks – #109 “Hark The Glad Sound!” 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long;  
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev’ry voice a song. 
 
 



2 He comes the pris’ners to release 
In Satan’s bondage held.  
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 
 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure,  
And with the treasures of His grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
 
4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’ns eternal arches ring 
With Thy beloved name. 
 

31. The Salutation  
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
♫ Congregation And with your spirit.  
 

32. The Benedicamus  
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord.  
 ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God.  

 
32. The Benediction  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be  
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  
♫ Congregation Amen, amen, amen  

 
33. Closing Hymn Verse #110 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs.1 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee O Israel. 

 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
 ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 

 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † †  
 

 

The Exhortation  
Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good 
that  you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ; “This is My 
body,  which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins” 
you  should believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with His body and blood, as the words  
declare.  



From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ bestows  
upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your sins. And finally, 
you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink of it all of  you,” and 
“this do in remembrance of Me.”   
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then you 
have  rightly examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood 
for the  forgiveness of all your sins.  
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for  
so great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole 
Christian  Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father 
grant you His  grace; through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Communion Prayers  
Before  
We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in Your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under 
Your  table. But You are the Lord who desires always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, 
gracious  Lord, so to eat the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that 
we may  evermore dwell in Him and He in us. Amen.  

After  
Lord Jesus Christ, even as You rose triumphant from the grave, I beseech You to grant me  
grace to rise from the bondage of sin, to walk in the newness of life, that when You appear as  
my Judge and Redeemer, I shall greet You in peace and joy, and may throughout eternity 
enjoy  the bliss of Your unveiled Presence. Amen  

 
Announcements 

Christmas Worship Schedule – Please join us! 
10:30 service today – Sunday School & Choir Christmas service 
Christmas Eve – 6:30 pm Carol service 
Christmas Day – 10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 26th - 8:00 & 10:30 am The First Sunday After Christmas 
worship service (No Sunday School or Bible Class) 
New Year’s Eve – 6:30 pm Vespers Service with Holy Communion 

2022 Offering Envelopes – The 2022 offering envelopes are available on a table in 
the narthex. 

Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible 
 Class as we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original World. 
We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person  and 
virtual options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth Braun 
 rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064  

Bible Study – The Men’s Bible study class will reconvene after the new year.  

Fellowship – There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up 
to provide fellowship between services.  

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome.  


