
 

 

The Order of Service: Rite 1 with Communion ELH page 41 

1. Welcome and Heritage Choir (10:30) Hymn #98 “Lo! He Comes With Clouds  
    Descending” (Choir sings verses 1-3, Congregation joins them on verse 4) 

 
Choir - verses 1-3 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for Thine own. 
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly! 
Alleluia! come, Lord, come! 

 
2. Opening Prayer  

Pastor O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to 
hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

 
3. Hymn #99 “The Advent Of Our King”  

1. The advent of our King 
Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
In strains of holy joy. 
 
2 The everlasting Son 
Incarnate deigns to be; 
Himself a servant's form puts on 
To set His servants free. 
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3 O Zion's Daughter, rise 
To meet thy lowly King; 
Repentant hearts He'll not despise, 
Forgiveness He doth bring. 
 
4 As Judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again; 
Then saints and angels will unite 
To praise His heav'nly reign. 
 
5 Before the dawning day 
Let sin's dark deeds be gone, 
The old man all be put away, 
The new man all put on. 
 
6 All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever One, 
Through all eternity. 

 

 4. Confession of Sins  

Pastor Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Congregation O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

5. The Kyrie Eleison  

e Congregation O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God, the Son, 
Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.  O God, the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have 
mercy upon us.  

 

6. The Absolution 

Pastor Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  
To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Grant this, 
Lord, unto us all.  Amen. 

 
7. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the highest) page 44        
     Pastor  Glory be to God in the highest 

e Congregation   And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high 
Who hath our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is 
ended; God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank 
Him for His goodness! 
 

8. The Salutation 

     Pastor The Lord be with you. 

 e Congregation And with your spirit. 



9. The Collect                                                                                                                                        

Pastor Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 
Son, so that by His coming we may worship You with pure minds; through the same, Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever.                                                                                                                                       

e Congregation Amen. 
 

10. The Lesson – Malachi 3:1-7b 
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 
and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 5 “Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 
those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, 
says the LORD of hosts. 6 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 
are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes 
and have not kept them. 

                                                                         
11. Psalm 126 Spoken responsively by whole verse. 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said 
among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb! 
5 Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6 He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of 
joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

12. The Epistle – Philippians 1:2-11 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my 
God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And 
I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my 
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with 
the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and 
so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 

13. The Holy Gospel – Luke 3:1-6 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 



low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 
Pastor   This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

      e Congregation   God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 

14. The Nicene Creed 
Congregation    I believe in One God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of 
God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By Whom all things were 
made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; And He 
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection 
of the dead and the Life of the world to come.   

e Congregation   Amen. 
 

 15. Chief Hymn #106 “On Jordan’s Bank, The Herald’s Cry”    
1 On Jordan's bank the herald's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry Christian breast, 
And furnished for so great a Guest; 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our Refuge and our great Reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away, 
Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
4 To heal the sick, stretch out Thine hand 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Once more upon Thy people shine 
And fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee, 
Whose advent set Thy people free; 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost, for evermore. 

 
 16. Sermon “Prepare The Way Of The Lord” Luke 3:1-6 

 
17. The Prayers and The Apostolic Benediction 

Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.          

 
18. The Offering  
 



                                         The Service Of Holy Communion 
Heritage Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of the ELS 
and WELS partake of the Lord’s Supper today.  Visitors, please speak with Pastor Anderson 

about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 
 

19. The Preface (Introduction to the Holy Communion)  
 Pastor The Lord be with you. 

      e Congregation  And with your spirit. 
 
 Pastor Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. 

 e Congregation  We lift up our hearts unto the Lord. 
 
 Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 e Congregation It is good and right so to do. 
 

Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:  

 

20. The Sanctus (Latin, “Holy”) 

e Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

21. The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

22. The Words of Institution  
Pastor Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this 
is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also 
He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; 
this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you and for many, for the 
remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
 

23. The Agnus Dei  (Latin, “Lamb of God”)  

e Congregation O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy     upon us. O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us 
Your peace.  Amen. 

 
24. The Distribution 

 
25. Hymn Of Thanksgiving #423 “How Can I Thank You Lord” (verses 1,2,4) 

1 How can I thank You, Lord, 
For all Your loving-kindness, 
That You have patiently 
Borne with me in sin's blindness? 
When dead in many sins 
And trespasses I lay, 
I kindled, holy God, 
Your anger ev'ry day. 



2 It is Your work alone 
That I am now converted; 
O'er Satan's work in me 
You have Your might asserted. 
Your mercy and Your grace 
That rise afresh each morn 
Have turned my stony heart 
Into a heart newborn. 
 
4 Grant that Your Spirit's help 
To me be always given 
Lest I should fall again 
And lose the way to heaven; 
That He may give me strength 
In my infirmity 
And e'er renew my heart 
To serve You willingly. 
 

26. The Collect 
Pastor    We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these  
salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. 

e Congregation   Amen. 
 
27. The Benediction 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

e Congregation   Amen, Amen, Amen.     
           
28. Closing Hymn #595 “Peace To Soothe Our Bitter Woes” (10:30) 

1 Peace to soothe our bitter woes, 
God in Christ on us bestows; 
Jesus bought our peace with God 
With His holy, precious blood; 
Peace in Him for sinners found, 
Is the Gospel's joyful sound. 
 
2 Peace to us the Church doth tell, 
'Tis her welcome and farewell: 
Peace was our baptismal dow'r, 
Peace shall bless our dying hour; 
Peace be with you, full and free, 
Now and through eternity. 

 

      Heritage Choir (8:00) Hymn #98 “Lo! He Comes With Clouds  
       Descending” (Choir sings verses 1-3, Congregation joins them on verse 4) 

 
  Choir - verses 1-3 
 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for Thine own. 
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly! 
Alleluia! come, Lord, come! 



 
29. The Closing Prayer  

Pastor   O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, 
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.    

 
 
 
 
 

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 
 
The Exhortation 
 
Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good that 
you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ; “This is My body, 
which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins” you 
should believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with His body and blood, as the words 
declare. 
From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ bestows 
upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your sins. 
And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink of it all of 
you,” and “this do in remembrance of Me.”  
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then you have 
rightly examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood for the 
forgiveness of all your sins. 
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
so great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian 
Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father grant you His 
grace; through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Communion Prayers 
 
Before 
We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under Your 
table.  But You are the Lord who desires always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in Him and He in us.  Amen. 
  
After 
Lord Jesus Christ, even as You rose triumphant from the grave, I beseech You to grant me 
grace to rise from the bondage of sin, to walk in the newness of life, that when You appear as 
my Judge and Redeemer, I shall greet You in peace and joy, and may throughout eternity enjoy 
the bliss of Your unveiled Presence. Amen        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                     Announcements 
 

 
Church Council - The Board of Elders will meet on Tuesday, December 7th at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Advent Suppers - The midweek Advent suppers start at 5:15 pm. This week the meal will be 
served by the youth group. 
 

Advent Midweek Worship - Advent has begun. We will have three midweek Advent worship 
services. The Advent Midweek series for this year is entitled “Man’s Age-Old Longing For The 
Savior.” We hope you will join us as we hear about “The Promise to our First Parents,” “The 
Hope of the Patriarchs,” and “The Vision of the Prophets.” 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene in January.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible 
Class as we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original 
World. We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person 
and virtual options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth Braun 
 rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Confirmation Class – Confirmation class for 7th & 8th grade students is on Wednesdays at 4:15 

p.m.  

 

Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up. 

 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

 

Heritage Youth Group Event - On December 12th, 1-5pm, there will be a Nerf Tag event for 
Heritage Youth at Tactical Urban Combat at the Mall of America. All 7th-12th graders are invited. 
Friends are also welcome. We’ll have pizza afterwards. A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex 
at Heritage. The cost will only be $10 per person. We will meet at Heritage at 1pm. 
 
Christmas Caroling - Feeling merry? You are cordially invited to sing Christmas carols on 
Saturday, December 11 at 1:00 p.m. We'll meet at Heritage for hot cocoa then will carpool to 
about 3 nearby locations. No need to RSVP--just show up if you'd like to spread Christmas 
cheer! 
 

 
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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