
ELH Rite 4, Chorale Service, no Communion page 107 

1. Welcome  
 
2. Opening Hymn #149 “In Thee Is Gladness”  
1 In Thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, Sunshine of my heart! 
By Thee are given The gifts of heaven; Thou the true Redeemer art. 
Our souls Thou wakest; Our bonds Thou breakest. 
Who trusts Thee surely Has built securely 
And stands forever: Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining To see Thy shining, 
Dying or living To Thee are cleaving; 
Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 
 
2 If He is ours We fear no powers, Nor of earth or sin or death. 
He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath. 
Wherefore the story Tell of His glory 
With heart and voices; All heav'n rejoices 
In Him for ever: Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, Triumph o'er sadness, 
Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him 
Glad hymns for ever: Alleluia! 
 
3. Invocation 

Pastor  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
4. The Confession of Sin 

Pastor Let us confess our sins: 
Congregation  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath 
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of 
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts.  The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and  
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy office I 
forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above” 

Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love 
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring. 
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,  
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; 
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. 
Eleison, eleison! 

 
6. The Gloria Hymn   Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1 

All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.  
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

 
7. The Collect for the Day 

       Pastor  Let us pray. O almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our ways that we 
may walk in Your Law, and be made to abound in good works; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
8. The Old Testament Lesson – Jeremiah 31:10-13 

10 “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, ‘He 
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ 11 For 
the LORD has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12 They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness 
of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the 
herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, and they shall languish no more. 13 Then shall 
the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will 
turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 
9.  Psalm 111 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the 
nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and 
awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
 

10. The Epistle - Hebrews 2:10-18 
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed 
to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of  



 
the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those 
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that 
he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself 
has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 
11. Chief Hymn #185 “Within The Father’s House”  

1 Within the Father's house 
The Son hath found His home, 
And to His Temple suddenly 
The Lord of Life hath come. 
 
2 The doctors of the Law 
Gaze on the wondrous Child 
And marvel at His gracious words 
Of wisdom undefiled. 
 
3 Yet not to them is giv'n 
The mighty truth to know, 
To Iift the earthly veil which hides 
Incarnate God below. 
 
4 The secret of the Lord 
Escapes each human eye, 
And faithful pond'ring hearts await 
The full epiphany. 
 
5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 
And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself 
With loving awe to trace, 
 
6 Till from our darkened sight 
The cloud shall pass away 
And on the cleansed soul shall burst 
The everlasting day, 
 
7 Till we behold Thy face 
And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Co-equal Three in One. 

 
12. The Gospel Lesson Luke 2:41-52 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when 
he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they 
began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not 
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him 
in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to  



 
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that  
he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

 

13. The Creed Hymn #37 “We All Believe In One True God” 
1 We all believe in one true God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present Help in need, 
Praised by all the heav'nly host, 
By whose mighty pow'r alone 
All is made and wrought and done. 

 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Who descended from His throne 
And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery. 
 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
Who from both fore'er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us 
In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blest and Holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee! 

 
14. The Sermon “Jesus Knew Who He Was” Luke 2:41-52 

 
15. The Offering 
 
16. The Prayers prayer requests and general prayers for the needs of all people 
 

      17. The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

18. The Closing Prayer 
Pastor   Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed  
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
19.  The Benediction 

Pastor  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  

Congregation  Amen.  
 
 
 



20.  Closing Hymn #182“One Thing Needful” (verses 1,2,4,6,7)   
1 One thing needful! This one treasure 
Teach me, Savior, to esteem; 
Other things may promise pleasure, 
But are never what they seem; 
They prove to be burdens that vex us and chafe us, 
And true lasting happiness never vouchsafe us; 
This one precious treasure, that all else exceeds, 
Gives joy above measure and fills all my needs. 
 
2 Seekest thou the one thing needful, 
Leave all cares that hind'ring prove; 
Be of earthly joys unheedful, 
Fix thy heart on things above; 
For where God and man both in one are united, 
With God's perfect fullness the heart is delighted; 
There, there is the worthiest lot and the best, 
My one and my all, and my joy, and my rest. 
 
4 Thus, I Jesus, my endeavor 
Is to be forever Thine. 
Let no mortal love whatever 
Hind'ring now my heart entwine. 
Though great be the host that refuses to need Thee, 
I'll faithfull follow where'er Thou wilt lead me; 
For Thy Word is Spirit and life to my soul, 
And through it, O Jesus, my conduct control. 
 
6 I have naught, my God, to offer, 
Save the blood of Thy dear Son; 
Graciously accept the proffer: 
Make His righteousness mine own. 
His holy life gave He, was crucified for me; 
His righteousness perfect He now pleads before Thee; 
His own robe of righteousness, my highest good, 
Shall clothe me in glory, through faith in His blood. 
 
7 In Thine image then awaking, 
May my soul be all Thine own; 
Of Thy holy life partaking, 
Sanctified to Thee alone. 
For all that I need here, to serve and obey Thee, 
In Thee I receive--and my Savior, I pray Thee: 
From things transitory, absorbing my love, 
Withdraw mine affections, and fix them above. 

 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 
 
No Midweek Worship service this week. 
 
New Year’s Eve Worship - We will have a New Year’s Eve Worship Service at 6:30 pm.  
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene in January.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are 
copies of the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible 
Class as we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original 
World. We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person 
and virtual options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth 
Braun  rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up to 

provide fellowship snacks between services. 
 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

 

Heritage Youth Group Event - ELS Winter Youth Retreat and Trip to Nickelodeon 
Universe - Our 7th grade to high school youth are invited to a Winter Youth Retreat at Heritage 
Lutheran in Apple Valley from January 28th to 29th. The retreat will include an evening of fun, 
games, and Bible Study on Friday night with a trip to Nickelodeon Universe (NU) on Saturday. 
The cost is $30 per student and covers a five-hour unlimited ride pass to NU as well as food and 
drinks while at Heritage. You can bring cash or write a check to Peace Lutheran Church (the 
church setting up the retreat) the day of. Go to peacemankato.com/retreat to signup and for 
more details. Students must sign-up by January 23rd to guarantee their spot. 
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