
 

 

 

 

The Order of Matins - ELH page 109 

 

1.  Welcome 
 

2. The Confession Of Sin 
Pastor Dearly Beloved: We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His 
most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let us worship Him!  Let 
us kneel and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy. 

 

Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost 
sheep.   We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against 
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For 
His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy 
name.                                                            
                                                                

                                                                    Absolution 
Pastor The almighty and most merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all 
our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen.  
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3. Opening Hymn #103 “Hail To The Lord’s Anointed” (verses 1,2,3,6) 

1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
Great David's greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
And bid the weak be strong. 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Are precious in His sight. 
 
3 He shall come down like showers, 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
And joy and hope, like flowers, 
Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
Shall peace, the herald, go 
And righteousness, in fountains, 
From hill to valley flow. 
 
6 O'er every foe victorious, 
He on His throne shall rest. 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His Name shall stand for ever-- 
That Name to us is Love. 
 

4. Opening Versicles  
Pastor  O Lord, open my lips. 
♫ Congregation And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

Pastor Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 
to the   Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  Forevermore.  
Amen.   (*Alleluia omitted during Advent*) 
 

5. The Invitatory and Venite  
 

Pastor Oh come, let us worship the Lord. 
♫ Congregation   For He is our Maker. 
Oh, come let us sing to the Lord:  
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise to Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all Gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth: 
 the strength of the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land. 



Oh, come, let us worship and bow down:  
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture 
 and the sheep of His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

 
6. Hymn #90 “Savior Of The Nations Come” (verses 1,2,5,7) 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin's son, make here Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
2 Not by human flesh and blood 
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh-- 
Woman's Offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
5 Thou the Father's only Son, 
Hast o'er sin the vict'ry won. 
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; 
When shall we its glories see? 
 
7 Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 
 

7. Psalm: Isaiah 12 Spoken responsively by whole verse. 
1 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with 
me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 
2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my 
strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”                                                                           
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.                                                          
4 And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the 
earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

8. Old Testament Lesson Zephaniah 3:14-18 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has 
cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak. 17 The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 
suffer reproach. 
 

9. The Epistle Philippins 4:4-9 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 



your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God 
of peace will be with you. 

 

10. The Gospel Luke 3:7-18 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is 
to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to 
do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with 
your wages.” 15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I 
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached 
good news to the people. 

 
 Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
11. Sermon Hymn #94 “O How Shall I Receive Thee” (verses 1,2,3,8,10) 

1 O how shall I receive Thee, 
How welcome Thee aright! 
All nations long to greet Thee, 
My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O Jesus, Jesus, set Thee 
Thy lamp within my breast, 
And by its guidance let me 
Know what doth please Thee best. 
 
2 Thy Zion strews before Thee 
Green boughs and fairest palms, 
And I, too, will adore Thee 
With sweetest songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
For Thee with praises new, 
And from Thy name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 
 
3 What hast Thou left ungranted 
To give me glad relief? 
When soul and body panted 
In utmost depth of grief, 
In deepest degradation, 
Devoid of joy and peace, 
Then, Thou, my soul's Salvation, 
Didst come to bring release. 
 



8 Sin's debt, that fearful burden, 
Let not your souls distress; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
And cover with His grace. 
He comes, He comes procuring 
The peace of sin forgiv'n, 
For all God's sons securing 
Their heritage in heav'n. 

 
10 He comes to judge the nations, 
A terror to His foes, 
A Light of consolations 
And blessed Hope to those 
Who love the Lord's appearing. 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Thy beams so cheering, 
And guide us safely home! 
 

12. Sermon – “He Preached Good News To Them” Luke 3:7-18 
 
13. The Offering  
 
14. Prayer 
 
15. Te Deum Laudamus   pg. 114 

♫ Congregation We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be the Lord.  

All the earth worships You, the Father ev-er last-ing. 

To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers there-in; 

To You cherubim and seraphim con-tin-ual-ly do cry: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sab-a-oth; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glo-ry. 

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You. 

The goodly fellowship of the proph-ets praise You. 

The noble army of martyrs praise You. 

The holy Church throughout all the world does ac-know-ledge You: 

The father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and on-ly Son; 

also the Holy Spirit, the Com-for-ter. 

You are the King of Glory, O Christ.  You are the everlasting Son of the Fa-ther. 

When You took upon Yourself to de-liv-er man, 

You humbled Yourself to be born of a Vir-gin. 

When You had overcome the sharp-ness of death,                                                                           

You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-liev-ers. 

You are seated at the right hand of God in the glory of the Fath-er. 

We believe that You will come to be our Judge. 

We therefore pray You, help Your ser-vants, 

whom You have redeemed with Your pre-cious blood.  

Make them to be numbered with Your saints in glory ev-er-last-ing. 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your her-i-tage. 

Govern them and lift them up for-ev-er. 

Day by day we magni-fy You. 

And we worship Your name now and ev-er-more. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
            O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up-on us. 

O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You. 
O Lord, in You I have trusted; let me never be con-found-ed. 



 
16. Prayers 

The Kyrie  Sung by All 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

      The Lord’s Prayer  Sung by All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Pastor Let us pray:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight: through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  
♫ Congregation Amen. 

 

17. Benedicamus & Benediction 
      Pastor Let us bless the Lord! 
      ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God! 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. 

        ♫ Congregation Amen. 
 

18. Benediction Hymn #102 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  
1 "Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
Speak ye peace," thus saith our God. 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover, 
And her warfare now is over." 
 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
He will no more see or heed. 
She hath suffered many a day; 
Now her griefs have passed away. 
God will change her pining sadness 
Into ever-springing gladness. 
 
3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying 
In the desert far and near, 
Bidding all men to repentance, 
Since the kingdom now is here. 
Oh that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 
 



4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 
As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall fee the token 
That His Word is never broken. 
                                                      

Announcements 
 

Church Council - Tuesday, December 14, 6:30 pm. 
 
Advent Suppers - Advent suppers start at 5:15 pm and you can join us for one more. This 
Wednesday, December 15th will be our final Advent midweek worship service and supper.  
 

Advent Midweek Worship - We will have one final midweek Advent worship service on 
Wednesday, December 15th. The Advent Midweek series for this year is entitled “Man’s Age-
Old Longing For The Savior.” We hope you will join us this week as we hear about “The Vision 
of the Prophets.” 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study will reconvene in January.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are 
copies of the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – There is still time to join the Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible 
Class as we study Genesis: God's Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original 
World. We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall. In person 
and virtual options are available. For more information, please contact Ruth Braun 
 rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Fellowship - There is a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board if you would like to sign up to 

provide fellowship snacks between services. 
 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

 

Heritage Youth Group Event - Today, December 12th, 1-5pm, there will be a Nerf Tag event 
for Heritage Youth at Tactical Urban Combat at the Mall of America. All 7th-12th graders are 
invited. Friends are also welcome. We’ll have pizza afterwards. A sign-up sheet is posted in the 
narthex at Heritage. The cost will only be $10 per person. We will meet at Heritage at 1pm. 
 
No Midweek Worship - There will be no midweek worship on Wednesday, December 22nd, or 
Wednesday, December 29th. 
 
Sunday Schedule next week, Dec 19, Advent IV  
- 8:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
-10:30 am Sunday School & Choir Christmas Program 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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