
 

  

  Midweek Vespers Service 
September 29, 2021 

Heritage Lutheran Church 
Apple Valley, MN 

  6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #171 “O Word Of God Incarnate”  

 
1 O Word of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky, 
We praise You for the radiance 
That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps 
Shines on from age to age. 
 
 



2 The Church from You, dear Master 
Received the gift divine, 
And still that light is lifted 
O'er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass 
That, all life's voyage through, 
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 
Still guides, O Christ, to You. 
 
3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 
A lamp of burnished gold 
To bear before the nations 
Your true light, as of old; 
O teach Your wand'ring pilgrims 
By this their path to trace, 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, 
They see You face to face. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen. Alleluia. 

 
5.  Psalm 31:1-5, 23,24 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your righteousness deliver me!  
2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me!  
3 For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me; 
4 you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
for you are my refuge.  
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.  
23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful 
but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride.  
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

6.  Scripture Lessons                                                                                                                       
Jeremiah 11:18-20  
18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew; then you showed me their deeds. 19 But I was like a 

gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be 

remembered no more.” 20 But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the 

mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 

 

      James 3:13-18      
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace by those who make peace. 
 
 



      Mark 9:30-37 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for 
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the 
hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they 
did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33 And they came to Capernaum. And 
when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat 
down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his 
arms, he said to them 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #206 “I Am Trusting Thee Lord Jesus”        

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee, 
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free. 
 
2 I am trusting Thee for pardon; 
At Thy feet I bow, 
For Thy grace and tender mercy 
Trusting now. 
 
3 I am trusting Thee for cleansing 
In the crimson flood, 
Trusting Thee to make me holy 
By Thy blood. 
 
4 I am trusting Thee to guide me; 
Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev'ry day and hour supplying 
All my need. 
 
5 I am trusting Thee for power; 
Thine can never fail. 
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 
Must prevail. 
 
6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 
Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever 
And for all. 

 
9.  Sermon “Christ My Rock” Psalm 31:1-5,23,24 

 

10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 



 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
       Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
16. Closing Hymn #198 “O Christ, Our True And Only Light”   

 
1 O Christ, our true and only Light, 
Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Thy voice 
And in Thy fold with us rejoice. 
 
2 Fill with the radiance of Thy grace 
The souls now lost in error's maze 
And all whom in their secret minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 
 
3 O gently call those gone astray 
That they may find the saving way! 
Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed 
In Thee find peace and heav'nly rest. 
 
4 O make the deaf to hear Thy Word 
And teach the dumb to speak, dear Lord, 
Who dare not yet the faith avow, 
Though secretly they hold it now. 
 
5 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 
Recall the wand'rers to Thy fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart. 
 
6 So they with us may evermore 
Such grace with wond'ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to Thee be giv'n 
By all Thy Church in earth and heav'n. 

 
 



 
 

Announcements 
 
Fall Worship Schedule - We have returned to our fall worship schedule with two services at 8:00 am 
and 10:30 am. Our midweek worship service continues each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible Class meets on Monday evening 
at 6:30 pm in the fellowship hall here at church. We have begun a study of Genesis: God's Gracious 
Dealings with Mankind in the Original World, in person and virtual options will be available. Ruth 
Braun:  rb1950@gmail.com 651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Confirmation Class – Confirmation class for 7th & 8th grade students is on Wednesdays at 4:15 p.m.  

 

Men’s Bible Study – The Men’s Bible study class is on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Afton Apple Orchard - Join Heritage families for fall fun at the Afton Apple Orchard in Hastings on 
Saturday, October 9th. We will meet at Heritage at 9:30am and caravan out to the orchard. See 
newsletter for more details. 
 

Fellowship - Fellowship will be starting up again. There will be a sign-up sheet on the volunteer board 

if you would like to sign up. 

 

Bethany Auxiliary - The Bethany Auxiliary will meet in Mankato on Monday, September 27th. 

 

Choir - Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
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