
 

  

  Midweek Vespers Service 
September 15, 2021 
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  6:30 p.m.  
 

 
The Order of Vespers, Hymnary page 120 

 
 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #31 “This Day At Thy Creating Word”  

1 This day at Thy creating Word, 
First o'er the earth the light was poured: 
O Lord, this day upon us shine 
And fill our souls with light divine. 
 
2 This day the Lord for sinners slain, 
In might victorious rose again: 
O Jesus, may be raiséd be 
From death of sin to life in Thee. 
 



3 This day the Holy Spirit came 
With fiery tongues of cloven flame: 
O Spirit, fill our hearts this day 
With grace to hear and grace to pray. 
 
4. O day of light and life and grace 
From earthly toils sweet resting-place: 
Thy hallowed hours, blest gift of love, 
Give we again to God above. 
 
5 All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee, 
Whom, with the Spirit, we adore 
Forever and for evermore. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen. Alleluia. 

 
5.  Psalm 119:33-40 (read responsively by whole verse) 

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end.  
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 
36 Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 
37 Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways. 
38 Confirm to your servant your promise, that you may be feared. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, for your rules are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

6.  Scripture Lesson                                                                                                                       
       James 1:17-27  

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man 
does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But 
be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he 
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into 
the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who 
acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 

7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
 
 



8.  Hymn #239 “I Lay My Sins On Jesus”        
1 I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious 
Till not a spot remains. 
 
2 I lay my wants on Jesus, 
All fulness dwells in Him; 
He healeth my diseases, 
He doth my soul redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases, 
He all my sorrows shares. 
 
3 I rest my soul on Jesus, 
This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces, 
I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 
"God with us," Christ the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 
His name abroad is poured. 
 
4 I long to be like Jesus, 
Meek, loving, lowly, mild; 
I long to be like Jesus, 
The Father's holy Child. 
I long to be with Jesus 
Amid the heav'nly throng 
To sing with saints His praises, 
To learn the angels' song. 

 
9.  Sermon “True Religion” James 1:17-27 

 

10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



14. The Consecration & Distribution of The Lord’s Supper 
 
15. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

16. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
       Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
17. Closing Hymn #216 “Of Zion’s Honor Angels Sing”   

1 Of Zion’s honor angels sing! In Zion Christ alone is King; 
In grace He rules with gentle sway And leads her heav’n-ward day by day. 
 
2 For Zion knows no other Lord, But cleaves to His unerring Word: 
To her suffices: Jesus saith! This is her source and rule of faith. 
 
3 To her He gave the Pow’r of Keys, To bind and loose as He decrees; 
Through her declares our sins forgiv’n That we may be fit heirs of heav’n. 
 
4 Apostles, prophets, He hath sent To her with Word and Sacrament,  
And still sends servants of the Word To serve the Church and Christ, her Lord. 
 
5 God Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Adored by all the heav’nly host, 
We bow in Zion at Thy throne - No other God and Lord we own. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Announcements 

 
Fall Worship Schedule - We have returned to our fall worship schedule with two services at 8:00 am 
and 10:30 am. Our midweek worship service continues each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Heritage Women's Monday Night Bible Class has resumed on Monday 
evening at 6:30 pm in the fellowship hall here at church. We have begun a study of Genesis: God's 
Gracious Dealings with Mankind in the Original World, in person and virtual options will be available. 
Ruth Braun:  rb1950@gmail.com/651-457-9379/612-237-1064 
 
Confirmation Class – Confirmation class for 7th & 8th grade students has begun and class will continue 

each Wednesday at 4:15 p.m.  

 

Men’s Bible Study – The Men’s Bible study class will resume on Thursday, September 16th at 8:00 

a.m. 
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