
 

  

Midweek Vespers Service 
May 5, 2021 

Heritage Lutheran Church 
Apple Valley, MN 

  6:30 p.m.  
 

 
Face Coverings Required 

 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #199 “Rise, Thou Light Of Gentile Nations” (verses 1-4)  

1 Rise, Thou Light of Gentile nations, Jesus, bright and Morning Star; 
Let Thy Word, the gladsome tidings, Ring out loudly near and far, 
Bringing freedom to the captives, Peace and comfort to the slave, 
That the heathen, free from bondage, May proclaim Thy pow’r to save. 
 
2 See the blindness of the heathen, Strangers to Thy glorious light, 
Straying hopeless till they find Thee, Wand’ring aimless in the night. 
See their pitiful condition; Lo, gross darkness covers all, 
And no ray of hope refreshes Nor dispels the dreadful pall. 
 
 
 
 



3 If Thou, merciful Redeemer, Hadst not saved us from this plight, 
In like darkness we should languish Hopeless, helpless, in sin’s night. 
Lovingly Thou Lord, didst seek us In the beauty of Thy grace; 
Now with joy we freely serve Thee, We, Thy blessed, chosen race. 
 
4 Knowing Thee and Thy salvation, Grateful love dare never cease 
To proclaim Thy tender mercies, Gracious Lord, Thy heav’nly peace. 
Sound we forth the Gospel tidings To the earth’s remotest bound 
That the sinner has been pardoned And forgiveness can be found. 

 
4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen. Alleluia. 

 
5.  Psalm 43 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, from the deceitful and 
unjust man deliver me! 
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge; why have you rejected me? Why do I go about 
mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
3 Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill and to 
your dwelling! 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy, and I will praise you with the lyre, 
O God, my God. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall 
again praise him, my salvation and my God. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

6.  Scripture Lesson                                                                                                                         
      Acts 8:26-40 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was 
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of 
all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And 
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is 
water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 



 
8.  Hymn #205 “If Thou But Trust In God To Guide Thee” (verses 1-3,7)      

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 
And hope in Him through all thy ways, 
He'll give thee strength, whate'er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days; 
Who trusts in God's unchanging love 
Builds on the Rock that naught can move. 
 
2 What can these anxious cares avail thee, 
These never-ceasing moans and sighs? 
What can it help if thou bewail thee 
O'er each dark moment as it flies? 
Our cross and trials do but press 
The heavier for our bitterness. 
 
3 Only be still, and wait His leisure 
In cheerful hope, with heart content 
To take whate'er thy Father's pleasure 
And all-discerning love have sent; 
Nor doubt our inmost wants are known 
To Him who chose us for His own. 
 
7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 
So do thine own part faithfully, 
And trust His Word, though undeserving, 
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 
God never yet forsook at need 
The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
 

9.  Sermon “Phillip and the Ethiopian” Acts 8:26-40 
 
10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 

13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
       Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
16. Closing Hymn #201 “Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word”  

1 Spread, oh, spread, thou mighty Word, 
Spread the kingdom of the Lord, 
Wheresoe'er His breath has giv'n 
Life to beings meant for heav'n. 
 
2 Tell them how the Father's will 
Made the world and keeps it still, 
How His only Son He gave, 
Man from sin and death to save. 
 
3 Tell of our Redeemer's love, 
Who forever doth remove 
By His holy sacrifice 
All the guilt that on us lies. 
 
4 Tell them of the Spirit giv'n 
Now to guide us up to heav'n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 
 
5 Word of life, most pure and strong, 
Lo, for Thee the nations long; 
Spread, till from its dreary night 
All the world awakes to light. 
 
6 Up! The rip'ning fields ye see, 
Mighty shall the harvest be; 
But the reapers still are few, 
Great the work they have to do. 
 
7 Lord of Harvest, let there be 
Joy and strength to work for Thee 
Till the nations far and near 
See Thy light, and learn Thy fear. 

 
 
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 



 
 
 

Announcements 
 
Church Council - The Church Council  will meet on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Summer Worship Schedule - The summer worship schedule will begin on Sunday, May 30th with 
services at 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. Our midweek worship service will continue each Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - Adult Bible study meets in person in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
am. It is also live-streamed and recorded on our YouTube channel. The last class will be May 23rd as 
our summer worship schedule starts on May 30th. 
 
Sunday School – Sunday School will meet in-person today. The last Sunday School class will be May 
23rd as our summer worship schedule starts on May 30th. 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – A study on Prayer, An Audience with the King. Class continues on Mondays 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Fellowship Hall or you can join us virtually. Contact Ruth B. for details and 

to request study materials. rb1950@gmail.com or 651-457-9379 

Midweek Worship - Please join us for our midweek worship service each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 
 
Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:20 pm. 
 
Coffee Sign-Up- If you would like to make and serve coffee for the adult Bible study hour, please sign 
up un the volunteer board. 
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