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1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things 
which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace 
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #388 “Hail The Day That Sees Him Rise”   

1 Hail the day that sees him rise 
To his throne above the skies! 
Christ, the Lamb for sinners giv'n, 
Reascends his native heav'n. 
 
2 There the glorious triumph waits: 
Lift your heads, eternal gates, 
He hath conquered death and sin; 
Take the King of glory in! 
 



3 See, the heav'n its Lord receives, 
Yet He loves the earth He leaves; 
Though returning to His throne, 
Still He calls mankind His own. 
 
4 See He lifts His hands above; 
See, He shows the prints of love. 
Hark! His gracious lips bestow 
Blessings on His church below. 
 
5 Still for us He intercedes, 
His prevailing death He pleads, 
Near Himself prepares our place, 
Harbinger of human race. 
 
6 There we shall with Thee remain 
Partners of Thy endless reign, 
There Thy face unclouded see, 
Find our heav'n of heav'ns in Thee. 

 
4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen. Alleluia. 

 
5.  Psalm 47 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 
5 God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!  
8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the 
earth belong to God; he is highly exalted! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

6.  Scripture Lessons                                                                                                                        
      Acts 1:1-11 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the 
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while 
staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as 
they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they 
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and 



said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
     Ephesians 1:16-23 

16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put 
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

      Luke 24:44-53 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50 And he led 
them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he 
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

7.   A Responsory page 122 
     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #392 “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”        

1 On Christ’s ascension I now build The hope of mine ascension;  
This hope alone has ever stilled All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the Head is, there full well I know His members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 

 

2 Since He returned to claim His throne, Great gifts for men obtaining, 
My heart shall rest in Him alone, No other rest remaining; 
For where my Treasure went before, There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning. 
 

3 O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling Thine ascension, 
That I may ever walk with Thee, Adorning Thy redemption;  
And then, when all my days shall cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 

 

9.  Sermon “What Does This Mean?” Acts 1:1-11 
 

10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 



12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
       Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
16. Closing Hymn #391 “Lo, God To Heaven Ascendeth”  

1 Lo, God to heav'n ascendeth! 
Great joy doth there abound; 
With shouts triumphant blendeth 
The trumpet's thrilling sound. 
Sing praise to Christ the Lord; 
Sing praise with exultation, 
King of each heathen nation, 
The God of hosts adored! 
 
2 With joy is heav'n resounding 
Christ's glad return to see; 
Behold the saints surrounding 
The Lord who set them free, 
Bright myriads, thronging, come; 
The cherub band rejoices, 
And loud seraphic voices 
All welcome Jesus home. 
 
3 No more the way is hidden, 
Since Christ, our Head, arose; 
No more to man forbidden, 
The road to heav'n that goes; 
Our Lord is gone before, 
Yet here He will not leave us, 
But soon in heav'n receive us: 
He opens wide the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 Christ is our place preparing. 
To heav'n we, too, shall rise, 
And, joys angelic sharing, 
Be where our Treasure lies: 
There may each heart be found, 
Where Jesus Christ has entered! 
There let our hopes be centered, 
Our course still heav'nward bound! 
 
5 May we, His servants, thither 
In heart and mind ascend; 
And let us sing together. 
We seek Thee, Christ, our Friend-- 
Thee, God's anointed Son-- 
Our life, and way to heaven, 
To whom all pow'r is given, 
Our joy and hope and crown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Summer Worship Schedule - The summer worship schedule will begin on Sunday, May 30th with 
services at 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. Our midweek worship service will continue each Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - Adult Bible study meets in person in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
am. It is also live-streamed and recorded on our YouTube channel. The last class will be May 23rd as 
our summer worship schedule starts on May 30th. 
 
Sunday School – Sunday School will meet in-person today. The last Sunday School class will be May 
23rd as our summer worship schedule starts on May 30th. 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Monday night women's bible class continues with their study of Prayer: 
An Audience with the King. If you would like to participate in a new study TBD during the summer 
months, please contact Ruth B at rb1950@gmail.com or 651-457-9379. 
 
Midweek Worship - Please join us for our midweek worship service each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 
 
Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:20 pm. 
 
Coffee Sign-Up- If you would like to make and serve coffee for the adult Bible study hour, please sign 
up un the volunteer board. 
 
Mother’s Day Offering for the ELS World Needs Fund - Our ELS is collecting a Mother’s Day 
Offering to help support our ELS World Needs Fund. If you would like to contribute to this fund, you 
may use the special Mother’s Day envelopes provided by the ELS which can be found on the welcome 
desk in the narthex.   
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