
  

Midweek Lenten Worship 
February 24, 2021 

Heritage Lutheran Church 
Apple Valley, MN 

6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 

Face Coverings Required 
 
 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to render 
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy praise, 
to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. We 
have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things which 
we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for 
true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #71 “The Lord Hath Helped Me Hitherto”   
 

1 The Lord hath helped me hitherto 
By His surpassing favor; 
His mercies ev'ry morn were new, 
His kindness did not waver. 
God hitherto hath been my Guide, 
Hath pleasures hitherto supplied, 
And hitherto hath helped me. 
 
 
 



2 I praise and thank Thee, Lord, my God, 
For Thine abundant blessing 
Which heretofore Thou hast bestowed 
And I am still possessing. 
Inscribe this on my memory: 
The Lord hath done great things for me 
And graciously hath helped me. 
 
3 Help me henceforth, O God of grace, 
Help me on each occasion, 
Help me in each and ev'ry place, 
Help me through Jesus' Passion; 
Help me in life and death, O God, 
Help me through Jesus' dying blood; 
Help me as Thou hast helped me. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
 
5.  Psalm 6 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath. 
2 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; heal me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled. 
3 My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O LORD—how long? 
4 Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
5 For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? 
6 I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my 
weeping. 
7 My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes. 
8 Depart from me, all you workers of evil, for the LORD has heard the sound of my weeping. 
9 The LORD has heard my plea; the LORD accepts my prayer. 
10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; they shall turn back and be put to shame 
in a moment. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

6.  Passion Reading 1 - Jesus’ Readiness to Suffer and Die                                                                                                       
 
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away - and the Son of Man will be handed over 
to be crucified.” 
 
Then the chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the elders of the people assembled in the 
palace of the High Priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way 
and kill Him. “But not during the Feast,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.” 
 
Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. Judas went to the chief priests and 
the officers of the Temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were 
delighted and agreed to give him money. Judas asked, “What are you willing to give me if I hand 
Him over to you?” They counted out for him thirty silver coins. He consented, and watched for an 
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 



On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover 
lamb, Jesus sent two of His disciples, Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 
eat the Passover.” 

 
“Where do You want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 
 
He replied, “Go into the city. As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him to the house that he enters. Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher 
says, My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with My disciples at your 
house. Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?’ He will show 
you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 
 
The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
 
In the evening at the proper hour, Jesus and His Apostles reclined at the table. And He said to 
them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not 
eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 
 
A dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them are 
given the title Benefactor. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be 
like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater? The one who 
is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as 
one who serves. You are those who have stood by Me in My trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, 
just as My Father conferred one on Me, so that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom 
and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
 
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He now showed them the 
full extent of His love. 
 
The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of 
Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His power, and that He 
had come from God and was returning to God, so He got up from the meal, took off His outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around His waist. After that, He poured water into a basin and began 
to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around Him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” 

 
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
 “No,” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.”  
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.” 
 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well.” 
 
Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For He knew who was going to betray Him, 
and that was why He said not every one was clean. 
 
When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. “You call Me ‘Teacher; and ‘Lord,’ and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. Once you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 
 
Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will 
not drink again from the fruit of the vine from now until that day when I drink it anew with you in My 
Father’s kingdom. I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the 



Scripture; ‘He who shares My bread has lifted up his heel against Me. I am telling you now before it 
happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. I tell you the truth, whoever 
accepts anyone I send accepts Me; and whoever accepts Me accepts the One who sent Me.” 

 
7.  A Responsory page 122 

     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
8.  Hymn #374 “If Thy Beloved Son, O God”      

 
1 If Thy beloved Son, O God, 
Had not to earth descended 
And in our mortal flesh and blood 
Had not sin's power ended, 
Then this poor, wretched soul of mine 
In hell eternally would pine 
Because of its transgression. 
 
2 But now I find sweet peace and rest; 
Despair no more reigns o'er me. 
No more am I by sin oppressed, 
For Christ has borne sin for me. 
Upon the cross for me He died 
That, reconciled, I might abide 
With Thee, my God, forever. 
 
3 I trust in Him with all my heart; 
Now all my sorrow ceases. 
His words abiding peace impart; 
His blood from guilt releases. 
Free grace through Him I now obtain; 
He washes me from ev'ry stain, 
And pure I stand before Him. 
 
4 All righteousness by works is vain; 
The law brings condemnation. 
True righteousness by faith I gain; 
Christ's work is my salvation. 
His death, that perfect sacrifice, 
Has paid the all-sufficient price; 
In Him my hope is anchored. 
 
5 My guilt, O Father, Thou hast laid 
On Christ, Thy Son, my Savior. 
Lord Jesus, Thou my debt hast paid 
And gained for me God's favor. 
O Holy Ghost, Thou Fount of grace, 
The good in me to Thee I trace; 
In faith do Thou preserve me. 
 

9.  Sermon “The Only Son” Genesis 22:1-18 
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He 
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 
told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 



come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said 
to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the 
place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 
a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will 
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of 
the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, 
declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand 
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 
10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
         Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



16. Closing Hymn #372 “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love To Me” (verses 1,2,5)    
 
1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me 
No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
Unite my thankful heart with Thee 
And reign without a rival there. 
To Thee alone, dear Lord, I live; 
Myself to Thee, dear Lord, I give. 
 
2 Oh, grant that nothing in my soul 
May dwell but Thy pure love alone! 
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, 
My Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; 
My ev'ry act, word, thought, be love. 

 
5 Oh, draw me, Savior, e'er to Thee; 
So shall I run and never tire. 
With gracious words still comfort me; 
Be Thou my Hope, my sole Desire. 
Free me from ev'ry guilt and fear; 
No sin can harm if Thou art near. 

 
  
                                                       Announcements 

 
Roots of the Vine – Connecting Congregations to Bethany Lutheran College 
 Pres. Gene Pfeifer of Bethany Lutheran College will be at Heritage on Sunday, February 28, to update 
us on what’s going on at our synod’s college: how it prepares students to meet challenges in society 
and be a blessing to it, new programs and growth, and what the horizon looks like. He will be explaining 
the vital connection between Bethany and the churches of our synod. Please mark your calendar for 
the Bible class hour between services on Sunday, February 28, for this informative presentation. 
 
Midweek Lenten Worship - We will have a midweek Lenten service each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Adult Bible Study - Adult Bible study meets in person in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
am. It is also live-streamed and recorded on our YouTube channel.  
 
Sunday School – Sunday School meets in-person on Sunday mornings at 9:15.  
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are copies of 
the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – Women’s Bible study meets on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Choir practices on Wednesday evenings at 7:20. New members are always welcome. 

 
 
 
 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

The Sufferings and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ According To The Four Evangelists 
By  John C. Lawrenz 

[Following the New International Version translation and patterned after the Passion History as printed in the Lutheran Lectionary of the 

former Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America.] 

 


