
 

 

 

 

1. Welcome  
 
2. Opening Hymn #23 “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”  

                                                    (Please stand for the last verse) 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, 
And let Thy Holy Spirit bow 
All hearts in love and fear today 
To hear the truth and keep Thy way. 

2 Open our lips to sing Thy praise, 
Our hearts in true devotion raise, 
Our faith increase, our minds enlight 
That we may know Thy name aright 

3 Until we join the host that cry 
"Holy art Thou, O Lord most High!" 
And 'mid the light of that blest place 
Shall gaze upon Thee face to face. 

4 Glory to God, the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To Thee, O blessed Trinity, 
Be praise throughout eternity! 

 
3. Invocation 

Pastor  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen. 
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4. The Confession of Sin 
Pastor Let us confess our sins: 
 

Congregation  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath 
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of 
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

        Pastor  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 
5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above” 

Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love 
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring. 
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,  
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; 
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. 
Eleison, eleison! 

 
6. The Gloria Hymn   Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1 

All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.  
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

 
7. The Collect for the Day 

       Pastor  Let us pray. O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, to become a stranger and a sojourner in Egypt for our sakes, and led Him safely 
home to His fatherland: Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and 
sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the 
kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen 

 
8. Psalm 52 (Read responsively by whole verse) 

1 Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 
2 Your tongue plots destruction, like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 
3 You love evil more than good, and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah 
4 You love all words that devour, O deceitful tongue. 
5 But God will break you down forever; he will snatch and tear you from your tent; he will 
uproot you from the land of the living. Selah 
6 The righteous shall see and fear, and shall laugh at him, saying, 
7 “See the man who would not make God his refuge, but trusted in the abundance of his 
riches and sought refuge in his own destruction!”  
8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the steadfast love of God 
forever and ever. 
9 I will thank you forever, because you have done it. I will wait for your name, for it is good, 
in the presence of the godly. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is   
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 



 
9. The Scripture Lessons – Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

Micah 5:2-5a                                                                                                                                         
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And 
he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace. 
 
Hebrews 2:10-18                                                                                                                                
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed 
to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of 
the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those 
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that 
he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself 
has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 
10. Chief Hymn #161 “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” 

1 O Jesus Christ, Thy manger is My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 
For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made flesh for us - herein Thy grace forth shineth. 
 
2 He whom the sea And wind obey Doth come to serve the sinner in great meekness. 
Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost join us and our children in our weakness. 
 
3 Thy light and grace Our guilt efface, Thy heav’nly riches all our loss retrieving. 
Immanuel, Thy birth doth quell The pow’r of hell and Satan’s bold deceiving. 
 
4 Thou Christian heart, Whoe’er thou art, Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee. 
For God’s own Child, In mercy mild, Joins thee to Him – how greatly God must love thee! 
 
5 Remember Thou What glory now Thou Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 
The angel host Can never boast Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
 
6 The world may hold Her wealth and gold;  
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true Treasure 
To Him hold fast Until at last A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

 
11. The Gospel Lesson John 7:40-43                                                                                                      

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 
Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from 
Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and 
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division among 
the people over him. 

 
 



12. The Creed Hymn #37 “We All Believe In One True God” 
1 We all believe in one true God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present Help in need, 
Praised by all the heav'nly host, 
By whose mighty pow'r alone 
All is made and wrought and done. 
 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Who descended from His throne 
And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery. 
 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
Who from both fore'er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us 
In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blest and Holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee! 

 
13. The Sermon “God’s Unexpected Standards Of Greatness” – Mark 9:30-37 EHV 

                                    1. His followers cannot understand them 
                                    2. Jesus shows and bestows his greatness 
 

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
this, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He told them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill him. But three days after he is killed, he will 
rise.” 32 But they did not understand the statement and were afraid to ask him about it. Who 
Is the Greatest? 33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they remained silent, because on the way 
they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 Jesus sat down, called the 
Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he will be the last of all and the 
servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and placed him in their midst. Taking the child in 
his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name 
welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me, welcomes not just me but also him who sent 
me.” 

 
      14. The Prayers prayer requests and general prayers for the needs of all people 

 
      15. The Lord’s Prayer sung by all. Tune: ELH p. 53 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

16. The Closing Prayer 
Pastor   Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed  
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 



 
17.  The Benediction 

Pastor   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  

Congregation  Amen.  
 

18.  Hymn #163 “O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly”   
1 O rejoice, ye Christians, loudly, 
For our joy hath now begun; 
Wondrous things our God hath done. 
Tell abroad His goodness proudly 
Who our race hath honored thus 
That He deigns to dwell with us. 
Joy, 0 joy, beyond all gladness, 
Christ hath done away with sadness! 
Hence, all sorrow and repining, 
For the Sun of Grace is shining! 
 
2 See, my soul, thy Savior chooses 
Weakness here and poverty; 
In such love He comes to thee. 
Nor the manger bed refuses, 
All He suffers for thy good, 
To redeem thee by His blood. 
Joy, 0 joy, beyond all gladness, 
Christ hath done away with sadness! 
Hence, all sorrow and repining, 
For the Sun of Grace is shining! 
 
3 Lord, how shall I thank Thee rightly? 
I acknowledge that by Thee 
I am saved eternally. 
Let me not forget it lightly, 
But to Thee at all times cleave, 
And my heart true peace receive. 
Joy, 0 joy, beyond all gladness, 
Christ hath done away with sadness! 
Hence, all sorrow and repining, 
For the Sun of Grace is shining! 
 
4 Jesus, guard and guide Thy members; 
Fill Thy brethren with Thy grace, 
Hear their prayers in ev'ry place. 
Brighten now life's glowing embers; 
Grant all Christians, far and near, 
Holy peace, a godly cheer! 
Joy, 0 joy, beyond all gladness, 
Christ hath done away with sadness! 
Hence, all sorrow and repining, 
For the Sun of Grace is shining! 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

                     

 
 

Announcements 
 

 
Sunday School – No Sunday School today.  
 
Men’s Bible Study – No Men’s Bible study this week.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – Women’s Bible Study reconvenes tomorrow, January 4th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
 


