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Face Coverings Required 
 
 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin and Absolution:  

Pastor Dearly Beloved, we have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to render 
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy praise, 
to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before 
Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 
 
Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy law. We 
have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done those things which 
we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according to the 
promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a 
godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. 
 
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for 
true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
3. Hymn #64 “Praise The Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him”  

1 Praise the Lord, ye heav'ns, adore Him; 
Praise Him, angels, in the height; 
Sun and moon, rejoice before Him; 
Praise Him, all ye stars of light. 
Praise the Lord, for He hath spoken; 
Worlds His mighty voice obeyed; 
Laws which never shall be broken 
For their guidance He hath made. 
 



2 Praise the Lord, for He is glorious; 
Never shall His promise fail; 
God hath made His saints victorious; 
Sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 
Hosts on high, His power proclaim; 
Heav'n and earth, and all creation, 
Laud and magnify His name. 
 

4. The Versicles and Gloria Patri  
      Pastor O Lord, Open my lips. 

 ♫ Congregation  And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

      Pastor  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation  Make haste to help me, O Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: forevermore, Amen.   

 
5.  Psalm 85 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin. Selah 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger. 
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us! 
5 Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but 
let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
6.  Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double 
for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.”6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is 
like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 
your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward 
is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

 
7.   A Responsory page 122 

     Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   ♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
 
 
 



8.  Hymn #102 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  
1 "Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
Speak ye peace," thus saith our God. 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover, 
And her warfare now is over." 
 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
He will no more see or heed. 
She hath suffered many a day; 
Now her griefs have passed away. 
God will change her pining sadness 
Into ever-springing gladness. 
 
3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying 
In the desert far and near, 
Bidding all men to repentanc, 
Since the kingdom now is here. 
Oh that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 
As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall fee the token 
That His Word is never broken. 
` 

9.  Sermon “Comfort, Comfort My People” Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
10. The Versicle & Canticle   

       Pastor Let my prayers rise before you as incense: 
       ♫ Congregation   And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
11. The Nunc Dimittis 
       ♫ Congregation   Lord, now You let your servant depart in peace according to Your Word 
        For my eyes have seen Your Salvation which you have prepared before the face of all people. 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles; and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to   
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  

       end, Amen. 
 
12. The Prayers, beginning with The Kyrie   

        ♫ Congregation  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
13. The Lord's Prayer   

♫ Congregation Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



14. Luther’s Evening Prayer 
Congregation  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 
kept me this day; and I pray You to forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

15. The Benedicamus & Benediction    
 Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 

       ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 
         Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit       
       be with you all. 
       ♫ Congregation  Amen. 
 
16. Closing Hymn #578“Where Wilt Thou Go”  

1 Where wilt Thou go since night draws near, 
O Jesus Christ, Thou Pilgrim dear? 
Lord, make me happy, be my Guest, 
And in my heart, O deign to rest. 
 
2 Grant my request, O dearest Friend, 
For truly I the best intend; 
Thou knowest that Thou ever art 
A welcome Guest unto my heart. 
 
3 The day is now far spent and gone, 
The shades of night come quickly on; 
Abide with me, Thou heav'nly Light, 
And do not leave me in this night. 
 
4 Enlighten me that from the way 
That leads to heav'n I may not stray, 
That I may never be misled, 
Though night of sin is round me spread. 
 
5 And when I on my death-bed lie, 
Help me that I in peace may die. 
Abide! I will not let Thee go. 
Thou wilt not leave me, Lord, I know. 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Sunday School – Sunday School is meeting in person each Sunday. We have been working on our 
songs for the Christmas service before our regular Sunday School class each week. The Sunday 
School children along with the choir will present the service at 10:30 on Dec. 20th.  
 
Men’s Bible Study –Men’s Bible study meets at 8:00 am on Thursdays.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – We will not be meeting during the month of December and will resume class 
on Jan. 4th. 
 
Seminary Students – Thank you to everyone who donated Christmas gifts for the seminary students 

and their families! 
  



Heritage Scrips – Please see Katie Henricks if you would like to place an order. 

Choir Practice - The Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. 
 
School Board - The School Board will meet virtually via Zoom on Thursday, Dec. 17th at 7:00 pm. 
 
Christmas Caroling - Spread cheer and beat the chill by caroling with your Heritage friends just before 
Christmas! Join us in the Heritage parking lot on Saturday, December 19 at 2:30 pm for hot cocoa. At 
3:00 pm, we’ll depart (each family in their own vehicle) to the first destination. Each person will use the 
same songbook for the whole event, masks are required, and we’ll be outside when not in vehicles. All 
are welcome!  
 
Sunday School/Choir Christmas Service - The Sunday School children along with the Heritage Adult 
Choir will present their Christmas service at 10:30 on Dec. 20th. The service will highlight the history of 
various Christmas Carols as well as share the Christmas story from Luke 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 
 

 


