
 

Face Coverings Required  

 

1. Welcome  
 
2. Opening Prayer  

Pastor O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to 
hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

 
3. Hymn #90 “Savior Of The Nations Come”   

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin's son, make here Thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
2 Not by human flesh and blood 
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh-- 
Woman's Offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 
Of the Virgin undefiled! 
Though by all the world disowned, 
Still to be in heav'n enthroned. 
 
4 From the Father forth He came 
And returneth to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell-- 
High the song of triumph swell! 
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5 Thou the Father's only Son, 
Hast o'er sin the vict'ry won. 
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; 
When shall we its glories see? 
 
6 Brightly doth Thy manger shine, 
Glorious is its light divine. 
Let not sin o'ercloud this light; 
Ever be our faith thus bright. 
 
7 Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 
 

 4. Confession of Sins  

Pastor Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins: 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace, for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Congregation O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit, increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

5. The Kyrie Eleison  

e Congregation O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.  O God, the Son, 
Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.  O God, the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have 
mercy upon us.  

 

6. The Absolution 

Pastor Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  
To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Grant this, 
Lord, unto us all.  Amen. 

 
7. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the highest)  page 44        

     Pastor  Glory be to God in the highest 

e Congregation   And on earth peace, good will toward men. All glory be to God on high 
Who hath our race befriended! To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is 
ended; God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again; O thank 
Him for His goodness! 

 

8. The Salutation 

     Pastor The Lord be with you. 

 e Congregation And with your spirit. 
 

 

 

 



9. The Collect                                                                                                                                        

Pastor Let us pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, and help us with Your great 
might, that whatever is hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished by Your mercy; 
through, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever.                                                                                                                                       
e Congregation Amen. 

 
10. The Lesson – Isaiah 40:1-11 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 
the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the 
people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of 
Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead those that are with young. 

 
11. Psalm 85 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin. Selah 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger. 
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us! 
5 Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to 
his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
12. The Epistle – 2 Peter 3:8-14  

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these 
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 



burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

13. The Holy Gospel – Mark 1:1-8 

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 
was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Pastor   This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

      e Congregation   God be praised for His glad tidings. 
 

14. The Nicene Creed 
Congregation    I believe in One God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of 
God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By Whom all things were 
made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; And He 
shall come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection 
of the dead and the Life of the world to come.   

e Congregation   Amen. 
 

      15. Chief Hymn #106 “On Jordan’s Bank The Herald’s Cry”  
1 On Jordan's bank the herald's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry Christian breast, 
And furnished for so great a Guest; 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our Refuge and our great Reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away, 
Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
 
 



4 To heal the sick, stretch our Thine hand 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Once more upon Thy people shine 
And fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee, 
Whose advent set Thy people free; 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost, for evermore. 
 

  16. Sermon "Back To The Beginning" Mark 1:1-8 
 
17.  The Prayers and The Apostolic Benediction 

Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.          

 
The Service Of Holy Communion 

Heritage Lutheran Church practices Close Communion. We ask that only members of the ELS 
and WELS partake of the Lord’s Supper today.  Visitors, please speak with Pastor Anderson 

about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 
 

18. The Preface (Introduction to the Holy Communion)  
 Pastor The Lord be with you. 

 e Congregation  And with your spirit. 
 Pastor Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. 

 e Congregation  We lift up our hearts unto the Lord. 
 Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 e Congregation It is good and right so to do. 
Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:  

 
19. The Sanctus (Latin, “Holy”) 

e Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of Your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
20. The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all) 

 
21. The Words of Institution  
 
22. The Agnus Dei  (Latin, “Lamb of God”)  

e Congregation O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy     upon us. O Christ the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us 
Your peace.  Amen. 

 
23. The Distribution 

 
24. Hymn Of Thanksgiving #315 “Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee”  

1 Jesus, the very thought of thee 
With sweetness fills the breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see 
And in Thy presence rest. 



 
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 
Nor can the mem'ry find 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest name, 
O Savior of mankind! 
 
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite heart, 
O Joy of all the meek! 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art, 
How good to those who seek! 
 
4 But what to those who find? Ah! this 
Nor tongue nor pen can show; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, 
None but His loved ones know. 
 
5 Jesus, our only Joy be Thou 
As Thou our Prize wilt be; 
Jesus, be Thou our Glory now 
And through eternity. 
 

25. The Collect 
Pastor    We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these  
salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. 

e Congregation   Amen. 
 

26. The Benediction 
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

e Congregation   Amen, Amen, Amen.                              
 
27. Closing Hymn #96 “Hark, A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”  

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is nigh," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness; 
O ye children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
All the pow'rs of darkness vanish; 
Christ, our Daystar, mounts the skies. 
 
3 Lo, the Lamb, so long-expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all, to be forgiv'n. 
 
4 That, when next He comes with glory 
And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He with shield us with His mercy 
And with words of love draw near. 
 



5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
To the Father and the Son 
With the everlasting Spirit 
While eternal ages run! 

 
28. The Closing Prayer  
 

Pastor   O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, 
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  † 
 
The Exhortation 
 
Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, it is good that 
you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of Christ; “This is My body, 
which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins” you 
should believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with His body and blood, as the words 
declare. 
From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ bestows 
upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your sins. 
And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink of it all of 
you,” and “this do in remembrance of Me.”  
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then you have 
rightly examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink His blood for the 
forgiveness of all your sins. 
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
so great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and thus with the whole Christian 
Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this end may God the Father grant you His 
grace; through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Communion Prayers 
 
Before 
We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under Your 
table.  But You are the Lord who desires always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in Him and He in us.  Amen. 
  
After 
Lord Jesus Christ, even as You rose triumphant from the grave, I beseech You to grant me 
grace to rise from the bondage of sin, to walk in the newness of life, that when You appear as 
my Judge and Redeemer, I shall greet You in peace and joy, and may throughout eternity enjoy 
the bliss of Your unveiled Presence. Amen        
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are 
copies of the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – No Women’s Bible Study this month.  
 
Church Council – The Church Council will meet on Tuesday, December 8th at 6:30 pm in the 
fellowship hall. 
 
School Board - The School Board will meet virtually via Zoom on Thursday, Dec. 17th at 7:00 
pm. 
 
Christmas Caroling - Spread cheer and beat the chill by caroling with your Heritage friends just 
before Christmas! Join us in the Heritage parking lot on Saturday, December 19 at 2:30 pm for 
hot cocoa. At 3:00 pm, we’ll depart (each family in their own vehicle) to the first destination. 
Each person will use the same songbook for the whole event, masks are required, and we’ll be 
outside when not in vehicles. All are welcome!  
 
Sunday School/Choir Christmas Service - The Sunday School children along with the 
Heritage Adult Choir will present their Christmas service at 10:30 on Dec. 20th. The service will 
highlight the history of various Christmas Carols as well as share the Christmas story from Luke 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                           

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 


