
 

 

1. Welcome  
 
2. Opening Hymn #153 “The People That In Darkness Sat”  

                                                    (Please stand for the last verse) 
1 The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 
 
2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gath'ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 
 
3 For Thou their burden dost remove 
And break the tyrant's rod 
As in the day when Midian fell 
Before the sword of God, 
Before the sword of God. 
 
4 To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv'n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n, 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n. 
 
5 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor. 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 
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6 His righteous government and pow'r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 
 
7 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 

 
3. Invocation 

Pastor  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen. 

 
4. The Confession of Sin 

Pastor Let us confess our sins: 
 
Congregation  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have 
sinned against Your divine majesty by thought, word, and deed, provoking Your wrath 
against us. We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of 
them. Their burden is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
        Pastor  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-

begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

 
5. The Kyrie - Hymn #34 “Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above” 

Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love 
Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring. 
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,  
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison! 
Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; 
Do Thou our last hour bless; Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. 
Eleison, eleison! 

 
6. The Gloria Hymn   Hymn #35 “All Glory Be to God on High” verse 1 

All glory be to God on high, Who hath our race befriended! 
To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended.  
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again; 
O thank Him for His goodness! 

 
7. The Collect for the Day 

       Pastor  Let us pray. O Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our ways that we 
may walk in Your Law, and be made to abound in good works; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen 

 



8. Psalm 111 (Responsively by whole verse) 
1 Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the 
nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and 
awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is   
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 
9. The Scripture Lessons – Isaiah 45:20-25; Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Isaiah 45:20-25                                                                                                                                         
20 “Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you survivors of the nations! They 
have no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols, and keep on praying to a god that 
cannot save. 21 Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this 
long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides 
me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. 22 “Turn to me and be saved, all 
the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 23 By myself I have sworn; from my 
mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ 24 “Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are 
righteousness and strength; to him shall come and be ashamed all who were incensed 
against him. 25 In the LORD all the offspring of Israel shall be justified and shall glory.” 
 
Colossians 3:12-17                                                                                                                                
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 
10. Chief Hymn #151 “Thou Light Of Gentile Nations” 

1 Thou Light of Gentile nations, 
Thou Savior from above, 
Drawn by Thy Spirit's leading, 
We come with joy and love 
Into Thy holy temple 
And wait with earnest mind 
As Simeon had waited 
His God and Lord to find. 
 
 



2 Yea, Lord, Thy servants meet Thee 
In ev'ry holy place 
Where Thy true Word has promised 
That we should see Thy face. 
Today Thou still dost grant us 
Who gather round Thee here 
In arms of faith to bear Thee 
As did that aged seer. 
 
3 Be Thou our Joy and Brightness, 
Our Cheer in pain and loss, 
Our Sun in darkest terror, 
The Glory round our cross, 
A Star for sinking spirits, 
A Beacon in distress, 
Physician, Friend, in sickness, 
In death our Happiness. 
 
4 Let us, O Lord, be faithful 
Like Simeon to the end, 
So that his prayer exultant 
May from our hearts ascend: 
"O Lord, now let Thy servant 
Depart in peace, I pray, 
Since I have seen my Savior 
And here beheld His day." 
 
5 My Savior, I behold Thee 
With faith's enlightened eye; 
Of Thee no foe can rob me, 
His threats I can defy. 
Within Thy heart abiding, 
As Thou, O Lord, in me, 
Death can no longer frighten 
Nor part my soul from Thee. 
 
6 Lord, here on earth Thou seemest 
At times to frown on me, 
And through my tears I often 
Can scarce distinguish Thee; 
But in the heav'nly mansions 
Shall nothing dim my sight; 
There shall I see Thy glory 
In never-changing light. 

 
11. The Gospel Lesson Luke 2:25-40                                                                                                       

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31  that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at 



what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 
from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up 
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And when they had performed everything 
according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 

 
12. The Creed Hymn #37 “We All Believe In One True God” 

1 We all believe in one true God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present Help in need, 
Praised by all the heav'nly host, 
By whose mighty pow'r alone 
All is made and wrought and done. 
 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Who descended from His throne 
And for us salvation won, 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery. 
 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
Who from both fore'er proceeds, 
Who upholds and comforts us 
In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blest and Holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee! 

 
13. The Sermon “Simeon’s Goal” – Luke 2:25-40 

 
      14. The Prayers prayer requests and general prayers for the needs of all people 

 
      15. The Lord’s Prayer sung by all. Tune: ELH p. 53 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

16. The Closing Prayer 
Pastor   Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed  
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 
 



17.  The Benediction 
Pastor   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be  

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  

Congregation  Amen.  
 

18.  Hymn #165 “Let The Earth Now Praise The Lord” (verses 1-5,9) 
1 Let the earth now praise the Lord. 
Who hath truly kept His word 
And the sinners' Help and Friend 
Now at last to us doth send. 
 
2 What the fathers most desired, 
What the prophets' heart inspired, 
What they longed for many a year, 
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 
3 Abram's promised great Reward, 
Zion's Helper, Jacob's Lord-- 
Him of twofold race behold-- 
Truly came, as long foretold. 
 
4 Welcome, 0 my Savior, now! 
Hail! My Portion, Lord, art Thou. 
Here, too, in my heart, I pray, 
Oh, prepare Thyself a way! 
 
5 King of Glory, enter in; 
Cleanse it from the filth of sin, 
As Thou hast so often done; 
It belongs to Thee alone. 
 
9 And when Thou dost come again 
As a glorious King to reign, 
I with joy may see Thy face, 
Freely ransomed by Thy grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                           

 

"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 
 
 



Announcements 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship - We will be having a New Year’s Eve Worship Service with Holy 
Communion at 6:30 p.m. 
 
No Midweek worship this week.  
 
No Confirmation Class - There will be no Confirmation class this Wednesday. 
 
Sunday School – No Sunday School today.  
 
Men’s Bible Study – No Men’s Bible study this week.  
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – No Women’s Bible study this week. 
 

 


