
 

 

 

1.  Welcome 
 
2. The Confession Of Sin 

Pastor Dearly Beloved: We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His 
most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let us worship Him!  Let 
us kneel and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy. 

 

Congregation Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost 
sheep.   We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against 
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For 
His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy 
name. 

Absolution 
Pastor The almighty and most merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all 
our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation  Amen.  

 
3. Opening Hymn #89 “Jesus Came, The Heavens Adoring”  

1 Jesus came, the heav'ns adoring, 
Came with peace from realms on high; 
Jesus came for man's redemption, 
Lowly came on earth to die, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Came in deep humility. 
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2 Jesus comes again in mercy, 
When our hearts are bowed with care; 
Jesus comes again in answer 
To a faithful, trusting prayer, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Comes to save us from despair. 
 
3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 
Bringing news of sins forgiv'n; 
Jesus comes in sounds of gladness, 
Leading souls redeemed to heav'n. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Now the gate of death is riv'n. 
 
4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 
Shares alike our hopes and fears; 
Jesus comes, whate'er befalls us, 
Glads our hearts, and dries our tears; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Cheering e'en our failing years. 
 
5 Jesus comes on clouds triumphant 
When the heav'ns shall pass away. 
Jesus comes again in glory; 
Let us then our homage pay, 
"Alleluia" ever singing 
Till the dawn of endless day. 

 
4. Opening Versicles  

Pastor  O Lord, open my lips. 
♫ Congregation And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 
 

Pastor Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
♫ Congregation Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 
to the   Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  Forevermore.  
Amen.   
 

5. The Invitatory and Venite  
 

Pastor Oh come, let us worship the Lord. 
♫ Congregation   For He is our Maker. 
Oh, come let us sing to the Lord:  
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise to Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all Gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth: 
 the strength of the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down:  
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture 
 and the sheep of His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



6. Hymn #101 “The King Shall Come”  
1 The King shall come when morning dawns 
And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills, 
And life to joy awakes. 
 
2 Not as of old a little child, 
To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun 
That lights the morning sky. 
 
3 O, brighter than the rising morn 
When Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death 
Despite the rage of foes. 
 
4 O, brighter than that glorious morn 
Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes 
And we shall see His face. 
 
5 The King shall come when morning dawns 
And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray, 
Come quickly, King of kings. 
 

7. Psalm 71:1-6 read responsively by whole verse 
1 In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame! 
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me, and save me! 
3 Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the command to 
save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel 
man. 
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 
6 Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from my mother's 
womb. My praise is continually of you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is   
now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

 

8. Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 61:1-3, 10,11 
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he 
may be glorified. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as 
a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

9. The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophesies, 
21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 23 Now 



may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 

 

10. The Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight[a] the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing. 
 Pastor O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
♫ Congregation Thanks be to You, O Lord! 

 
11. Sermon Hymn #107 “When All The World Was Cursed”  

1 When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal The Greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed. 
 

2 Before he yet was born, He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him Of whom the prophets told: 
 

3 Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes The enemy’s oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, Who beareth all our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 
 
4 Thrice blessed ev’ry one Who heeds the proclamation 
Which John the Baptist brought, Accepting Christ’s salvation. 
He who believes this truth And comes with love unfeigned 
Has righteousness and peace In fullest measure gained. 
 
5 O grant, Thou Lord of Love, That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him In His eternal day. 
 

12. Sermon – “The Voice” John 1:6-8, 19-28   
 
13. Te Deum Laudamus   pg. 114 

♫ Congregation We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be the Lord.  

All the earth worships You, the Father ev-er last-ing. 

To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers there-in; 

To You cherubim and seraphim con-tin-ual-ly do cry: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sab-a-oth; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glo-ry. 

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A6-8%2C+19-28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26057a


The goodly fellowship of the proph-ets praise You. 

The noble army of martyrs praise You. 

The holy Church throughout all the world does ac-know-ledge You: 

The father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and on-ly Son; 

also the Holy Spirit, the Com-for-ter. 

You are the King of Glory, O Christ.  You are the everlasting Son of the Fa-ther. 

When You took upon Yourself to de-liv-er man, 

You humbled Yourself to be born of a Vir-gin. 

When You had overcome the sharp-ness of death,                                                                           

You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-liev-ers. 

You are seated at the right hand of God in the glory of the Fath-er. 

We believe that You will come to be our Judge. 

We therefore pray You, help Your ser-vants, 

whom You have redeemed with Your pre-cious blood.  

Make them to be numbered with Your saints in glory ev-er-last-ing. 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your her-i-tage. 

Govern them and lift them up for-ev-er. 

Day by day we magni-fy You. 

And we worship Your name now and ev-er-more. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
            O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up-on us. 

O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You. 
O Lord, in You I have trusted; let me never be con-found-ed. 

 
14. Prayers 

The Kyrie  Sung by All 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

      The Lord’s Prayer  Sung by All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Pastor Let us pray:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight: through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  
♫ Congregation Amen. 

 
15. Benedicamus & Benediction 
      Pastor Let us bless the Lord! 
      ♫ Congregation Thanks be to God! 

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all. 

        ♫ Congregation Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Benediction Hymn #96 “Hark, A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”    
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is nigh," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness; 
O ye children of the day!" 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
All the pow'rs of darkness vanish; 
Christ, our Daystar, mounts the skies. 
 
3 Lo, the Lamb, so long-expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all, to be forgiv'n. 
 
4 That, when next He comes with glory 
And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He with shield us with His mercy 
And with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
To the Father and the Son 
With the everlasting Spirit 
While eternal ages run! 

 

 

 

 

 
"Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” 

 

Announcements 
 

Midweek Advent Worship - We have one last Advent midweek service this Wednesday at 6:30 
pm. There will be Communion and Pastor’s sermon theme will be “I Will Greatly Rejoice in the 
Lord” from Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11. 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Men’s Bible study meets on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Meditations Available – The new meditations are available on the welcome desk. There are 
copies of the current meditations available as well.  
 
Women’s Bible Study – No Women’s Bible Study this month.  
 
School Board - The School Board will meet virtually via Zoom on Thursday, Dec. 17th at 7:00 
pm. 
 
Christmas Caroling - Spread cheer and beat the chill by caroling with your Heritage friends just 
before Christmas! Join us in the Heritage parking lot on Saturday, December 19 at 2:30 pm for 
hot cocoa. At 3:00 pm, we’ll depart (each family in their own vehicle) to the first destination. 
Each person will use the same songbook for the whole event, masks are required, and we’ll be 
outside when not in vehicles. All are welcome!  
 
Sunday School/Choir Christmas Service - The Sunday School children along with the 
Heritage Adult Choir will present their Christmas service at 10:30 on Dec. 20th. The service will 
highlight the history of various Christmas Carols as well as share the Christmas story from Luke 
2. 


